
















































































































































































share with their friends. When they came to settle in LaFayette a bride
and groom, they walked all the way from Garnavilla and carried their
_clothes in the old fashioned carpet bags. Their wealth small but their
aopes and spirits high. The Owen Mullarkey family was older and I don't
remember them so well.

Mr. and Mrs. John Broderick

Of Columbus, their home was near the old saw mill and they cultivated a
large garden and I am quite sure did a market garden business.

They had a small, light wagon and one horse and made daily trips to town.
Always tended to business their "once a week" was celebrated every
Saturday night; and when ready to go home, we were amused at the weekly
argument. They would drive a short distance and then "whoa" The horse
stopped and both climbed out to settle the driving qualities of either one
thought the other not fit. Then they climbed up and in and after a short
drive the performance was repeated. It was a tame affair and they always
made the home base. Later they moved to LaCrosse and passed away there.

The Orphans Deserted, Candler the Real Name

Mr. Candler's wife died of Yellow Fever in New Orleans and he married
again. There were three children, two young girls and a little boy about
three years old. They came to Wexford and took possession of a log cabin
there near the Heatley home. No one knew when, but Mr. and Mrs. left and
the three children were alone.

After some days, Will Heatly, a young boy heard cries in the cottage, went
in and saw the poor children. So he told his folks and the news spread.
The neighbors took charge. The little boy died. Nothing was ever heard of
the pair who fled and Mr. Owen Sullivan of Paint Rock took the two girls.
A neighbor (Mr. Degnan) helped and so they had a home. Later Anne, the
older, married John Degnan (no relation of the good neighbor) they were
our neighbors. Ellen worked in Prairie DuChien and so they lived to be
quite old. Mr. and Mrs. D are buried in Lansing.

John Mobley

Belonged to a prosperous family of Dubuque. He was township
assessor....There was a family of two daughters and I think four
sons....Anne was the oldest and a school teacher many years, in Lansing
and later in McGregor....Mattie died many years ago and I don't know how
the brothers fared.

Nimrakins



An old German couple, as I remember, had five daughters, one of them lived
in Algona, Ia. The others: Mrs. Kennedy whose husband was a partner of

~ Jake Schach in the meat and later sold his partnership to Mr. Schach and
the Kennedy family moved to Algona. Mrs. Wuest, wife of Peter who, with
Joe Urmesbach ran a saloon on Main Street known as Pete and Joe's Place.
Mrs. Urmsbach was a sister and Mrs. Moritz Kerndt made up the five.

After the big fire, the saloon was not rebuilt and the Wuests went to
Sioux Falls and started a cigar factory. Mr. Urmesback built again but did
not resume business. Mrs. Urmesback did a little notion business and
magazines. She sold the place to George Metcalf, Sr. and it is still a
newstand with new proprietors. Em Urmesback lives alone in a cozy cottage
on west Main St. The only member of the family left.

The Holmes Family

Mr. was Oliver Wendel Holmes of the authors family, came from the east and
settled on a farm near Village Creek. He was of puritan stock, but married
an Irish Catholic girl, Miss Trainon. They had a family of four sons and
three daughters. Mrs. brought all up in her religion. Mr. passed away
first and he was buried on a strip just touching the catholic cemetery and
Mrs. buried at the edge. Deville is the only member living. Edward Julson
is a grandson, his mother was Minne Holmes. Eva Holmes was Mrs. Clark,
died very young, left a good husband, who cared for his young family in
his best way. They made their home in Waukon.

The Gaunitz Family

The old home was near "Thompsons Corner". Prosperous farmers, Herman
married Mary Jackson and came to Lansing and went into the grocery
business and was a success accommodating had a big business in the boat
business, made the boat calls at any time, day or night. Later his
brother, Ferd, joined him his wife was Anne Barthold. Two sons, Earnest
and Harold, still live in Lansing. Will Gaunitz stayed on the farm,
married a Steiber girl, good German farmers. I used to know all of them
and all of the many Steibers. Herman Gaunitz was great, he came to our
place and helped "Ma" make sauerkraut. When Ferd came into the business,
Nettie Conkey and I made sure to call on him and buy candy, he'd get all
confused and Nettie and I reaped the benefit. Herman's daugther, Gertie,
Mrs. Metcalf, lives in Des Moines and Hermir in St. Paul.

Captain Bascom Family

He was of the Civil War. Won his way by work and Merit and was always
called Captain Bascom. Had a wife....Had two daughters, Image Bascom
Fowler, Abert and Adah Fuller a granddaughter. A daughter, Ada Bascom
Corne. All very charming and had many friends. Mrs. Albert is now about 92
years old. Mrs. Corne passed away several years ago and if living would be
only 74 now. Both daughters were very good looking.



~_The Thomas Family

Mr. Thomas first wife died and he had two children, George and Mattie.
George was brilliant and full of fun, but never very well. He died young.
Mattie married Dr. Green of Dubuque, of the best practice and lived there
most of the years until he retired. Mrs. died about six years ago, a
daughter, Lois, lives in Urbana. I knew them all years ago. Dr. Green was
our doctor in Dubuque and Mrs. a teacher in Lansing High School.

The second family of Thomas: Adah, Frank, Ben and Anne. Frank was drowned
in an accident in the island sloughs. He and the minister were helpless
when their boat turned over. Adah (Mrs. L. Elmandorf) passed away recently
in Cal. Our good friends, Ben and wife, on the six of Oct, celebrated
their golden wedding. I was not able to go but I've received two good
reports from Fanny and a sister, Anne Thomas Taylor who lives in Waukon.

The Kemble Family

The first owner of the store was George Kemble, he had no family. John
joined him here in the early days, married Miss Morgan, had a family of
five children: Fanny, John, Will, Emma and Ralph. Mrs. Kemble died long
ago. Mr. lived to be over ninety, died in Ralph's home in Minneapolis and
was buried in beautiful "Oak Hill" in Lansing. All the children are
living. Fanny, Mrs. B. F. Thomas, and husband, Ben, have lived here about
20 years (Chicago).

Mose and John Verdon

Settled first near 0Oil Spring, south of Wexford. A real settlement of
French people: Martelles, Cotas, Verdons, LaTronche and others all very
French and some of them of Indian mixture. The two Verdons married Mary
and Magdelena Martelle and later moved to Columbus. We knew them well and
liked them. Mose was killed by an accident in the saw mill (all at his
family's expense), no accident insurance in those days.

LaPoints and Goebels

Mrs. LaPoint was a sister of the LaTronche men and claimed to be a
"quarter breed". All these French were very fond of "pa", he spoke their
language. After he passed away, they often came to see us. They all called
"Ma", Mrs. Jim.

_ Mrs. Goebel was a daughter of Mrs. La Point. Her father had passed away
and Mrs. married La Point. There were five La Point children: Esther,
Lizzie, Josephine, Charles and Platoon, all gone ahead. They lived across
from the mill office. Mr. La Point lived to be more than a hundred years
old.



Nelson Family

Came to Lansing from a farm. Mr. Julius Nelson was the head of the family
and a good citizen and was always interested and helpful with the south
Lansing school. Fought for our rights in keeping the school in the old
court house. The family consisted of John, Uriah, Julius, Will and Bert,
the three last named were pupils of mine and I'll always remember Julius
as the best in intellectual arithmetic of any one I ever had charge of. He
was fine but not all aggressive, consequently, was never heard from. Uriah
has two sons in California, one a lawyer and the other a doctor. Have been
consulted by the Whitneys and Nettie Silberberg and they speak highly of
them.

The Whitney Family

Our friends and neighbors and always our good companion, went through
eight grades in school together--Nellie (Mrs. Merritt) then Grant, Alice,
the youngest (Mrs. James Gerber) she passed away nearly a year ago, and so
ended a long, long and pleasant friendship. We met at all the old time
"Home Comings" and were as happy to be together as in the old days of the
old "Court House" school days. Mr. Whitney was a carpenter and contractor
and lived in Galena, Ill. When Civil War started, enlisted and went to
Fort Sheridan. Was there employed in the construction of barracks and
officer's quarters. He was a captain and they had all been neighbors and
friends of the Grant family in Galena and Mrs. Whitney always felt the
wonderful distinction.

Schierholz

....had a grocery store on the south side of Main next to the Thomas
Bank....Mrs. was Mattie Shaw and a fine woman....

Brockhausen, Nielanders and Brockhausen

An old and solid company, a general store, and had lovely homes Nielanders
on Centre St and Brockhausen on River St. both with most beautiful flower
gardens and the wives were sisters and they were sisters of
Schierholz....Nielanders had three daughters and one son, Harry. Harry
lives in Spring Valley, Minn and is a very fine man. He married Else, a
daughter of Robert Hufschmidt....

Bates, Lansing House

Joe Bates, proprietor of the old hotel "The Lansing House". The family--
Mr and Mrs. Bates, Mr. Bates' mother, Carl, his brother, Joe Jr. a son and



a daughter, Lily. It was a good hotel and they loved good horses, always
well groomed, an open carriage and Joe Jr. made quite a show in it.

....two baudy houses

Just outside of town, one just south of Columbus near the turn as you
drove up Kerr Whalen's hill and the other, around the point on the road to
Village Creek. Near the old hop yard, one young man delighted in getting
the good people excited by taking the gay ladies in turn for a drive, all
flashily dressed. He also led a gang of young toughs and called themselves
the "dirty six" and made a lot of noise and were after all, quite
harmless.

Mrs. Irvin

She and two sons lived on second st on the east side in the block, south
of the Cooper home....



{
Early liembers of the Lyons andv Farley ramilies

(descriptions written by uLS)




"Anne varrington Lyons my grandmother--her father was General warrington
& she married James W Lyons, in opposition to her family's wishes--they
never forgave her. James Lyons was a lieutenant in the British army and
was regimental band master of Queen Victoria's crack regiment. 4ihey
raised a large family and lived in army quarters all their married life--
grandmother and gramifather planned to come to U.S. as soon as he retired
from the amy--Several of their family had located in New Orleans & as
they set out on their long journey the old slow sailing vessel--granmimother
took sick & when they reached N.0O. she was unconscious and died in the
home of her daughter Anne psoubet. As you see this picture was taken after
her death."

"Grandfather, father, Aunt Mary and Uncle George rented for a time in the
country* Pa and uncle ueorge taught country school amd later Uncle George
wags book keeper for the 'Wood Lumber Co™ in Lansing. ‘They were all fond of,
and good masicians wh ich made them popular and life was gay for awhile--
then one Saturday night as uncle Ueorge was on his way to spend the weekend
at Aunt lary's a sudden storm--his boat, a skiff capsized & he was drowned.
He was burdened with a crude metal extension frame under his shoe., He was
lame the fixture was fastened by 3 straps and buckles--when his body was
found, two were undone and the third held him to die. urandfather didn't
long survive--Aunt lMary was married to Charlo Lalronche, She died while

young of lung fever."
\ outeide . ansino



Jul ia rarley lLyons
born: County Gavan, lreland
september 27, 1839
died; Oak Park, Illinois
march 18, 1926
(picture taken in Dubuque, lowa, about 1900)

James Lyons ‘
born; County Lipperary, lireland
March 21, 1838
died: South Lansing, lowa
Jamary 26, 1874




"Aunt Anne Lyons (Mrs Boubet) of New Orleans, 2 society woman and very
domineering. ohe and uncle Joe came north on a visit. he was about

15 years old & had all the country boys lined up as followers of
Huckleberry Finn--The country side was glad to see them leave. <That was
shortly before the "Civil War" ‘“he day of Pa's funeral the children got
hold of several pictures and scratched them. <They were the old fashioned
daguerreotype"



"Aunt Kate Lyons (Mrs rulford) lived in New Orleans never saw the north
lived her last years in Cuba & died there--uncle William was the oldest of

the Lyons family and a successful architect in New O was married and had

a large family"



"Jncle Henry Lyons came north on a visit after the "Civil war". he had
spent the full time in the army enlisted in the union army and his sister
Anne, lrs poubet through the oSritish ambassador had him taken out and
almost immediately he reenlisted under the name of Henry Frost & served
all through the war--de visited our family at the close of it. 1 was an
infant & he was my '"god father'". Wa said, he learned to bless himself
on his way to the church (Wexford) He was born in England in 1840"



"Uncle Joe and Aunt Mollie ke was the youngest of the Lyons family &

made his home with Aunt 4nne b They made a visit to the Wexford country
& the neighbors all were up in armms over his leadership of the country
boys and made them follow the pattern of Hickleberry Finn--all were glad to
see them leave. ©She had a colored maid with her & on leaving persuaded
Aunt Mary to leave her husband but later she (4unt lary) returned to him

& died a few years later of lung fever"



"Uncle Peter b‘arley* "iiats " only brother & he went wi'th the rest of her
family by covered wagon for the west in 1872 and that was the last of
them. 1 was 7 years old but lremember all so well--He died a few years
later of pneumonia™



"Aunt Kate Karley Duffy <wLaken in 1872 just before they went west, by
covered wagon route. Went to O'Brien county. 4Aunt kKate & husband Uncle
Frank, and twin babies Uncle Frank died of pneumonia in 1878 & she was
left with five children, later lost her home & went to Montrose, 5 D &

later back to Lansing."





