






















































































The shipning of grain began to decline about this time anyway since the
grain erops began to fail in the latter years of the 1870's and through

the early 1880's due to the chinch bugs, Many farmers lost their farms and
moved westward., Many of those who ramained turned their efforts to stock
raising and dairying., With the failure of the grain crops the population

of Lansing began to steadily decline,

THE LUMBER BUSINESS

About this time, however, the lumber business was reaching its peak,

The white pine rafts from the north woods were floated inte the Lansing
bay at the mouth of shore slough and were converted to usable lumber by
the three lumber mills at lansing, The largest of these mills was the
Shaw, Johnson, Wood, and Companys later known as the Hemenway, Bareclay
and Company. It was located across from the train depot near the mouth of
Clear Creek, This mill employed 230 men at one time and was able to turn
out 140,000 feet of lumber a day, This mill became the Lansing Lumber

Company in 188L, and shut down in 1893,

LNSTE T 1875
The year 1875 is a benchmark in the history of Lansing as a result of an
extensive census conducted in that year, From this census it is seen that
Iansing has a pupulation of 2,280 people. The censds even indicates that
the town has 119 dogs. The following is a list of manufacturers and businesses
located in the towm at thabt time.

Boeekh, Luger Iron Works and Foundry Co,
Boekfinger and Boekemeyer wagon Manufacturers
Travers and Company, sash and door company
Samuel B, Johnson Lumber, Sash, and Door Co.
JeCe Mavger steam cabinet facdtory

Heimenway and Barkly steam saw mill

Three additional lumber yards

Bighteen warehouses

Seven elevators

Keokuk and Northern Packet Co.

Diamond Jo Steamship Co.
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Nine Dry Goods Stores Seven Hotels

Four Grocery Stores Four lawyers

Four rug Stores Three Doctors

Four Hardware Stores Two Marble Works

Five Clothing Stores One Wholesale Liquor Dealer
Four Millinery Stores One Brewery

Twe Jewelery Stores Three Mills

Three Harness Shops Four Banks

Two Boat Shops Three Newspapers

Six Blacksmith Shops Two Restaurants

Two Iivery Stables Bleven Churches

By the end of 187k the railroad in Lansing forwarded 35,132,410 pounds
of freight, and received 6,872,350 pounds of freight.

In that same year Lansing produced 3,539,27h fect of lumber, shipped
280,000 bushels of wheat, and 10,400 bushels of corn, The value of all

goods produced in 187h was $745,07200,

Two of the largest merchant companies in town were those operated by the

G, Kerndt Brothers and Company and the Nielander, Brockhausen and Companys
The large building at the northwest corner of Main Street and North Second
Street housed the Nielander business, It was later occupied by the Aschom

Brothers grocery store, and was the Lensing centemnial headquarters in 1967.

THE PRESS
The first newspaver office established in Lansing was owned by H.,H. Houghton
and was edited by W.H. Sumner. The name of this paper was The Lansing Intellingencey

and the first issue was published on November 23, 1852, This same newspaper
continues to exist to this day, although the name of the paper has changed
several times, This paper became Republican after the establishment of
that political party in the loeal area, The name was soon changed to

The Iansing Mirror , and was later owned by Woodward and Metealf,

The second paper being published in 1875 was the North Iowa Journal, the
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first Democratie paper printed in Lansing., This paper was sold in 1880 to
John and Thomas Dunlevy, who changed the name of the paper to the
lansing Journal, and published their first issue in Jamuary of 1880, The

paper's name was subsequently changed to the Allamakee Journal, and in

November of 1922 this paper consolidated with The Lansing Mirror, At the

present time Joseph Dunlevy ownes and operates this newspaper which is

printed every Wednesday,

The third newspaper published in 1875 was a German paper called the
Die Nord Iowa Post, first printed by Peter Karberg in June of 1873,

The first religious services held in Lansing were conducted by Reverend

Marm, in John Haney's log cabin in the winter of 1848-l9,

The first church to be organized in Iansing was the Methodist Episcopal
Church, started in 1852, Their first church was built in 1857,

The first church building constructed in Lansing was a Catholic church
which was built in 1855, and replaced by the present church in 1885,

The first Congregational Church was organized in May - of 1853,

Ste Iuke!s Protestant Episcopal parish was orgamized in August of 1855, and
the name later changed to the First Presbyterian Church of Lansing,

Other churches in Lansing at present are: Our Saviour's Lutheran Church,

the Evangelical United Brethren Church, and the Lansing Presbyterian Church.
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SCHOOLS

The first school teaching to be done in Lansing was by lMiss Barrows, who
came to town in 1850. The first public. school was begun in February of
1853 under the direction of Mrs, Delia D, Purdy., In 1863 a stone school

house costing $7,000 was constructed south of Center Street where it is

still in use,

The first Parochial school opened in 187h in the basement of the chureh on
North Street, In 1910 a new brick school was erected which contained the

grade and high school. In 1925 the high school was moved across the street
into an old brewry which was built in 1869, and was added to in 1928, That
building presently contains the parochial grade school which was also moved
across the sireet after the new high school was built at the corner of Main

and North Seventh Streets in 1965,

A new public high school was built adjacent to the old stone school builde
ing in 1915, The new Kee High consolidated high school was econstructed in
the city Park Block in 1961,

FIRE DEPARTMENT

The first fire department in Lansing was the "Hope Fire Company No, 1"
which was organized on April 1; 1871 . R.V, Shurley was the company foreman,
On December 3, 1873, the campany was reorganized under the name of "Rescue
Fire Company lNo. 1", The first hand fire engine was purchased in 1872 and

the first steam fire engine was purchased in 1895,

Probably the most noted fire in Lansing occured on May 23, 1885, in which
the coneert hall and much of that block south of Main Street between Second
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and Third Streets was consumed, The first city hall burnt on December 10,
1900, Tt was locabed at the south end of South Second Street, The Box
Factory, formerly the Hemenway, Barchay and Co, sawmill, burned down in

Avgust of 1910,

THE TOWN WATER SYSTEM

In the Spring of 1877 the Landng Artesian Well Company was organized and
proceeded to have a well drilled at the intersection of Main and Third
Streets, This well-~778 feet deep~-was later comnected to one drilled
at the foot of Main Street. A more extensive water works system Was cone
structed in 1903, Two more 800 foot wells were drilled in the vicinity
of the present fire station and a reservoir was constructed on the side
of Mount Hosmer to provide gravity pressure, A large circular storage
reservoir was constructed underground at the Main Street site at this
same time, A second storage reservoir was constructed adjacent to the

first in the late 1930's,

MINING

The mining ’indust.ry came to the Iansing viecinity about 1890 when J.J, Turner
discovered lead ore about six miles northwest of town. He formed the
Lansing Mining and Smelbting Company, of which he was the superintendent.
This ore was in a vein about 75 feet high, three inches thick, and about

1,200 feet long. By 1893, 100 tons of ore had been taken out.
About 1920y various test shafts were sunk on the south slope of Mount
Hosmer in the search for more lead but no significant quantities were

extracted from this site, Many of these old ore shafts are still visible,

TIE PRARL DBUTTCN INDUSTIRY

After the failure of the mining works, Ilfr. Turner devoted his attention
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to & much more profitable industry--pearl bubttons. MNr, Turner started

the first pearl button factory at Lansing in May of 1899,

A second button company operating at this time was the Capoli Button Works .,
established by Nielander and Company in the old stone Capoli Building in

South Lansing,

The third button company was the New Jersey Bubtton Works, managed by Wm, Richie,

¥r, Turner eventually turned the Lansing Button Works over to his grandson,

L.T, Hufschmidt, who managed it for many years,

The supply of clams decreased significantly after the construction of the
government locks and dams, Which created a nine=foot chammel on the Upper
Mississippi River, The Lansing Bubtton Company was soon forced to end its
process of punching buttons from clam shells and concentrate on the "carding"
of buttons, Mr, Hufschmidt thus invented the button-carding machine for

this process which replaced the old hand-sewing process.

About this time the company moved into the old Ford garage building on
Main Street and added an addition to the building soon thereafter, During
World War IT this company began mamufacturing wooden and aluminum toys and
eontinued in this business until the mid 1950%s, Since then the company
has specialized in bubton carding and is presently knowm as the lLansing
Button Company, Inc. It employs about 150 people--mostly womenwe-and there-
fore forms the major employment base for Lansing. Since the passing of
Mr, Hufschmidt in 195k, the firm is controlled by his nephew John Brophy,

a d does a world-wide business under his direction.



ELECTRIC POWER

The first public use of electric power was made available to Lansing around
the turn of the century and was generated by Frank Dolphin in the building
now occupied by the Lansing Repair Shop. The Upper Iowa Power Company be-
gan furnishing power to Lansing about 1910 frorq their dam on the Upper Iowa
River, 21 miles from Lansing, This company was later taken-over by the
Interstate Power Company which eontinued to supply power to Lansing from
this plant. On October 1, 1948 a new Interstate Power plant began operating
about 2 miles south of Lansing at the base of the Atchafalaya Bluff, A
second generating wmit was added to the plant in Hovember of 19}49, and a
third vnit in 1957. Today the plant has the capacity to produce 63,000
kilowats of electricity. In doing this the plant may burn 172,000 tons of

coal in one year. The eurrent investment in this plant is over $10,000,000,

BLACK HAWK BRIDGE = PAVING - SIDEWALKS

Many of the sidewalks in the town today were constructed in the years
from 1909 to 1912, The streets however, remained unpaved until Highway
Noe 2 was paved through Lansing in 1931, The curbs and gubtters were also

put in at this time,

Perhaps the most impoetant change that has affected the town of Lansing

was the construction of a bridge in this town to link the states of Iowa
and Wisconsin, dJust prior to its construction in 1929, the principal means
of transportation from lansing to distant points was by railroad, The river
was becoming a less important avemue of passenger traffic due to the faster

aubtomobile and the importance of more inland destinations,

As early as 1898, Tom Bakewell and J.P, Comway contemplated the construct-

ion of a bridge at Lansing, Due to the foresight and groundwork establishe-
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ed by these men, they have since been known as the "Farthers of the 3lack
Hawk Zridge", Under their dieection the Interstate Bridge Company was
incorporated in 191L and turned its charter over to the Iowa~{isconsin

Bridge Company in 1929,

On March 5, 1929 the bridge construction bsegan-and did not reach completion
until June of 1931, when it was dedicated as the Black Hawk Bridge. Most
of the eonstruction was done by the Industrial Engineering Company of
Minneapolis, and the chief engineer and designer was Melvin B, Stone, of
the same c¢ity., Chris Peterson was the foreman of the entire job. The
length of the main span is 1,735 feet with a 67.5 foot clearance above
normal river elevation. The roadway on the main span is 18 feet wide

and was originally paved with asphalt plank, The main span was buill

for a carrying capacity of 30 tons. The total cost of the bridge was sbout
$750,000, To finish the bridging of the river a 2% mile dike and 5 slough
bridges were also constructed,

The bridge opened as a toll bridge and opera ted as such until it was closed
on March 18, 1915 after the Wimmeshiek Slough bridge was damaged by floating

ice broken up by an an ice~breaker boat.

The town remained relatively isolated from the east side of the river until
May 30, 1957, when the newly repaired bridge was opened. The Whiting-Turner
Company of Baltimore repaired the main span by replacing the asphalt floor
with steel grating, The Brennan Brothers Construction Company of Lansing
constructed four new slough bridges on the dike, The total repair costs

amounted to $1,288,179,
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SANITARY SEWER SYSTEM

The road and bridge construction of the 1930's was only the first of the
public works projects that would be undertaken to satisfy many of the
urgent needs of the town during the depression years, Besides providing
the needed public improvements, these projects would supply employment
to many needy people, During the years from 1935 to 1938, sanitary sewer
lines were extended to most parits of the ecity under the direction of
¥, Henry Burke. Prior to this, only the downtown area was served by
sanitary sewer,

CITY HALL
Another W,P.A. project in Lansing was the construction of the MHemorial
Town Hall in 1938, Sinee its opening it has served as a eivie, eultural,

entertaimment, and sports center for the entire community.

I0CK AND DAM CONSTRUCTION

The largest govermment project in the Lansing area during the 1930%s was
the construetion of two loeck and dam facilities on the Mississippi River
to faeilitate commercial navigation in a nine-foot chammel., Iock and Dam
No. 8 was built south of Genoa, Wisconsin, 16 miles up the river from
Jansing, This lock was ovened in 1935, and the dam was completed in 1937,
Tock and dam No., 9 was eonstructed near Iymxville, Wisconsin, in 1938, It
is 15 miles downstream from lansing,

The U.S. Corps of Army Zngineers eontrolls the 29 lock and dam installations
along the 669 miles of river from St, Anthony Falls, Minnesota, to
Ste Louis, In this distance the river drops about 420 feet.,

MOUNT HOSMER

Much of Tansing's scenic character is derived from the towering bluffs

that enclose the town on the north and south. On the north is a well-
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noted hill which has a cormanding view of the enﬁire towm and much of the
river valley. The elevation of its sumit is 1060 feet and it rises 1O
feet above the Mississippi River, This hill was named Mount Hosmer in

June of 1851, after Miss Hosmer, a noted eastern artist who climed the hill
in record time, The hill has since become a bgautiful city park and remains
as one of the most well-known river bluffs along the entire Mississippi

River,

Prior to becoming a park the hill served as a pasture land and corn field
for local farmers. The f£irst road bullt up the hill side was constructed

by John Thompson and his father, who owned the hill in 1908,

After World War I the Lansing American Legion Post acquired the hill

and dedicated its three pz;ominent bluffe to the three Lansing soldiers
killed in the war, The eastern bluff is dedicated to William E., Beck,

and is known as Beck Point,  The south-west bluff is dedicated to CGeorge

i, Glym, and is called Glym Point, The south~east bluff is dedicated
to Robert Strong and is ealled Strong Point. Flag poles have since been
erected on all three points with metal ones recently replacing the original
wooden ones, The Iansing Boy Scout troop raises the American Flag on

these points on every major national holiday.

Shortly after the establishment of this memorial, the City of Lansing
decided to buy the hill for a city parke. In 1923 the 57 acre tract was
officially dedicated as a city park and as a memorial o World War I
soldiers from Allamakee County. The memorial idea was carried even further
by the planting of 63l white vpine trees on the hill--one for each of the
county's soldiers., Since then fire has destroyed all but a few dozen of
these pines, Prior to the eity's purchase of the hill, many individual
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lots had to be purchased since the top of the hill had been previously

subdivided into residential lots.

In 1927 the road was improved and a semi~circular wall was constructed
at a bend in the road and has since served as a magnificant "lookout!

point over the Mississippi River,

In 1932 a fourth-distriet eongressman by the name of Gilbert Haugen,
succeeded in obtaining for lansing a black wallmut tree which was one
of 118 such trees to be planted in each of the several states. Iowa's
tree Was planted on Mount Hosmer in 1932, and is presently marked by a

mebal placue imbedded in stone.

Encolsing the towm of Lansing on the south is Fount Ida, which towers

160 feet above the river, The Lansing additions of North Capoli and

South Lansing lie at its base, In the 1920's a tract of 30 acres on this
hill had been offered to the Tzaae Walton League in memory of Will H, Dilg,

an ardent conservationalist, However, this negociation was never completed,

TELIVISION
The years 1918-1950 saw the ecoming of television to ILansing on a large scale,
Television viewing was made possible by the erection of a large commumity
television antemma on Mount Hosmer, This antenna brought television re-
ception from charmel 8 in Ia Crosse, Wisconsin, and other nearby stations,
In 1965 a "cable television" antenna was erected on lMount Ida and thus

provides better reception from more distant television stations,

BOAT HARBOR

In the efforts to accomodate the greatly accelerated trend of boating and
water recreation, the town of Lansing succeeded in getting the U.S. Corps



0f Engineers to construct a amall boat harbor, which was completed in December
of 1958, The initial construction of this harbor was financed 100 percent

by the federal Government and was the last project to be so financed under

the particular federal program that originally vrovided the harbor. In

June of 1962 a bad storm damaged many of the boat moorings and resulted

in a different internal arrangement of moorings within the harbor,.

FLOODS AND IOW WATER

ILansing has experienced many great benifits duve to its location along
the greatest river in the countrys however, one inherent disadvantage

is the equally grealt floods that have threatned the town on many occasions,

The highest fleed occurred on April 2L, 1965, when the river reached an
elevation of 634,76 feet, compared to the normal elevation of 620 feet,
At this time the river stage was 22,50 feet according to the old river
guage, and 34,76 feet according to the new river guage. The highest
previous flood was in June of 1880, when the river crested at a stage of

1949 feet==2,6 fect lower than the 1965 flood.

The lowest recorded water at Lansing was on August 18 and 20, 1936,

when the river stace was -1,3l; feet or at an elevation of 610,92, ¢
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EPIIOGUE

One last historic event remains before the history of Lansing to 1967

is completed, This is the 100 year centermial celebration which will be
taking place this summer and which will likewise, be the commencement of
the second 100 years for the City of Lansing. The following table indicates
the historic population growth of Lansing in comparisorr with that of the

County,

No one can accurately predict what the fubure holds in store for our touwn,
but I think it is obvious that its growth--or just its existance--will be
focused around the lississippi River and the great recreational, sporting
and bourist attractions it offers. This future hope and past heritage

is due to the town's location on the great river in that unique area

described in the Midland Monthly magazine in 1852, as THE LITILE SWITZERLAND

OF TOWA,
POPULATION GROWTH

Year lansing Alilamakee County
18L9 - 227
1850 8o* 777
1854 Lo L5266
1860 - 800 % 125237
1867 15538 16,003
1870 1,755 17,868
1875 25280 19,168
1890 1,668 17,907
1900 13580 18,711
1910 15542 17,328
1920 } ohlt7 17,285
1930 »321 16,328
1910 13388 17318l
1950 15536 164353
1960 14325 15,982
(3 estimated)
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