
























































RAILROADS 

During t he .1860 1s Lansing experienced great grovrth due to the importance of 

its port f acilities in the marketing of grain which was transported downstream 

by packet boat. Farmers idth their vragons loaded with grain would often be 

backed-up for miles west of to wn 1-ra.iting to unload at a local elevator. 

However, the town 1-ra,s almost isolated during the winter since the river was 

frozen-over and the normal trade and commerce of ·the to1m was greatly hindered . 

The coming of th e railroad to Lansing on May 8, 1872 would solve t he town ' s 

t r ansportat io n pr obl em and would s t ir rulate even gr eater o -1th . The rail­

road was built by t he Chicago, Mil waukee, d St . PauJ. ilr oad Co . The 

first train to arrive at Lansing on May 8 ·ms pul l ed by tu o engines., the 

11La.nsing11 and the "J. K. Graves". A celeb ratio n was held the same day which 

was attended b't.rma.ny of f icials from surro undin g towns. 

The coming or the railroad to Lansing presents a very intriguing puzzle 

1-mich is not clear to this day . The various accounts of the railroad's 

arrival at Iansing describe on1y joy and celebration by all t he citizens 

of the tmm, fol l owed by glowin g speeches on t he pa r t of the tmm rs public 

officials. The town had even previously voted a five cent tax for t he 

railroad Is suppor t. However, t he min utes of one of the oi ty council 

meetings held during 1872 indicated th e desire of t he mayor and council 

to prevent the r ailroa d from entering Lans i ng. The railroa d was allegedly 

constr uct ed t hr ough the town on a Sundey' 1men an in ju.~ction couJ.d not 

le gall y be served against the company. If this is in fact t he case, then 

it may have its basis in t he fact th at the mayor and other t,own of fi cials 

had interests in various corrnner cial stea..'r!l ship li.nes which would s·c.and to 

lose business upon entry of the r ail r oad. 

-27-



The ship ning of gr in began to decline about this time anyr.my since the 

grain crops began to fail in the l atter years of the 1870's and through 

the early 1880 's due to the chinc h bugs . Many farmers lost their farms and 

moi,-ed westward . Yany of those who ram.a.ined turned their efforts to stock 

raisin g and dairying . With the failu r e of t he grain crops the popuJ.ation 

of Lansing began to steadily decline . 

THE LUMBER BUSINESS -
About this t ime, however, the lumber bus i ness was rea chin g i t s peak . 

The white pine rru_ ts fr om t he north woods were no ated int o th e Lansing 

bay at t he mouth of shore slough and vrere convert e t o usab le l umber b 

the three lmnber mills at Lansi ng. The largest of th ese mills ra.s t he 

Shaw, Johnson, Wood, and Company; later knat-m as the Hememray, relay 

and Co.."llpany. It was located acr oss f ro m t he train depot near the mouth of 

Clear Creek . This mill employed 230 men at one time and was able to turn 

out 140,000 feet of l umber a day. This mill became the Lansing Lumber 

Comparzy-in 1884, and shut down in 1893. 

LANSING _!!! 1 a75 
The year 1875 is a bencmnark in the history of Lansing as a resuJ.t of an 

extensive cens us conducted in t hat yea:r. From t hi s cens us it is seen that 

Lans ing has a population of 2,2 80 people. e cenS(Js even indicates that 

t he ·i.;01-m. has 119 dogs. The fol l oui ng is a list of manufact ure rs and busi nes ses 

loc ated in t he town at t :iat, t ime. 

o-c1d1, Lugr:n" Ir on Wo:clrs and l?ound.:..-y o. 
Beek.finger and Boekemeyer wagon 118.nufact urers 
Travers and Company, sash and door company 
Sarauel B. Johnson Lumber, Sash , and Door Co. 
J.C . Mauger st.eam cabinet fadt ory 
Heimemray and Barltly steam saw mill 
Three addit i onal lumber yards 
Eighteen warehouses 
Seven elevators 
Keokuk and Northern Packet Co. 
Diamond Jo Steamship Co. 
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Nine Dry qoods Stores 
Four Grocery Stores 
Four Drug Stores 
Four Hardware Stores 
Five Clothing Stores 
Four Millinery Stores 
Two Jm-relery Stores 
Three Harness Shops 
Two Boat Shops 
Six Blacksmith Shops 
Two Livery·Stables 

Seven Hotels 
Four Lawyers 
'furee Doctors 
Two Marble Works 
One Wholesale Liquor Dealer 
One Brewery 
'.three Mills 
Four Banks 
Three Newspapers 
Two Restaurants 
Eleven Churches 

By the end of 1 874 the railroad in Lansing .forwarded 35, 132,41.J.0 pounds 

of. freight, and received 6,872,350 pounds of freight. 

In that same year Lansing produced 3,539,274 fe et of lumber, shipped 

280,000 bushels of wheat, and 10,400 bushels of corn. The value of aJ.l 

goods produced in 1874 ·was $745,072.00. 

Ttro of t.ne largest merchant companies in town were those operated by the 

G. Kerndt Brot.ners and Company and the Nieland.er, Brockhausen and Company. 

The lar ge building at the northwest corner of Ma.in Stree t a.Y1d North Second 

Street housed t he Nielander business. It was later occupied by the Aschom 

Irrothers grocery store, and was the Lansing centenniaJ. headquarters in 1967 • 

THE PRESS 

The first newspaper office established in Lansing was owned by H.H. Houghton 

and was edited by W .H. Sumner. The name of this paper was ~ Lansing Intellingence; 

and the first issue was published on November 23, 1852. This same newspaper 

continues to exist to this day, although the name of the paper has cha..Y1ged 

several t:ilnes. This paper became Republi can after the establishment of 

that politica.J.. party in the local area. The name was soon changed to 

~ Lansing Y.d.rror , and was later owned by Woodward and Metcalf. 

The second paper being publish ed ill 1 875 was the ~ Iowa Jour.nal, the 
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~ first Democratic paper printed in Lansing. This paper was sold in 1880 to 

John and Thomas Dunlevy, who changed the name of the paper to the 

Lansing Journal, and published their f irst issue in January of 1880. The 

paper's name was subsequently changed to the Allainakee Journal, and in 

November of 1922 this paper consolidated ·with ~ Lansing Mirror,. · At the 

present t ime Joseph Dunlevy own.es and operates this newspaper which is 

printed every- Wednesday. 

The t hir d newspaper publis hed in 1875 was a German paper called t he 

~ ~ ~ Post, first prin ted by Peter Karber g in June of 1873 . 

CHURCHES 

The fir s t religious services held in Lansing were conduct ed by Reverend 

Mann, in John Haney's lo g cabin in the wi nte r of 1848-49. 

The f irst ~hur ch to be or gani zed in Lansing was t,he Met hodist Epd.soopaJ. 

Church, start ed in 1852. '.[heir first chur ch uas bui l t in 1857. 

Tl1e f i rs t chur ch bu~lding constructed in Lansing was a Catholic church 

which was built in 1855, and replaced by th e pr es ent church in 1885. 

T'.ae first Congre gational Church was organi zed in May ~ of 1853. 

St. Luke's Prot estant Episcopal parish t-ra.s organized in August of 1855, and 

the name later changed to the Firs t Presbyterian Church of Lansmg. 

Other churches in Lansing at pr ese nt ar e: OUr Savi our•s Lutheran Ohureh, 

the Evangelical United Brethren Church, an d th e Lansil ig Presbyterian Church. 
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SCHOOLS 

The first sohool teaching to be done in Lans:ing was by Miss Barrows, who 

CBJ!le to tmm. in 1850. The first public . school was begun in February of 

1853 under the directj_on of Mrs. Delia n. Purdy. J.n 1863 a stone school 

house costing 1,000 1ras constructed south of Center Street 1-m.ere it is 

still in use. 

The .first Parochia1 school opened in 1 874 in the basement of the church on 

North Street. In 191 O a new brick school was erected which contained the 

grade and high school. !n 1925 the high school -was moved across the street 

into an old brewry which was built in 1869, and was added to in 1928. That 

building pres ently contains the parochiaJ. grade school which was also moved 

across the st reet after the new· high school was built at the corner of Ma.in 

and North Seventh Streets in 1965 • 

A new public high school was built adjacent to the old stone school bu:iJ.d­

ing i..'l'l 1915. The new· Kee High consolidated nigh school was constructed in 

the city Park Block in 1961. 

FIRE DEPARTNENT -
The .first fire department in Lansing was the "Hope Fire Oompacy No. 1n 

which was organized on April 1, 1871. R.V. Shurley was the eompaey foreman. 

On December 3, 1873, t he compa.n;r was reorganized under the name of "Rescue 

Fire Company No. 1". The first hand .fire engine was purchased in 1872 and 

the first steam .fire engine was purchased in 1895'. 

Probably the most noted fire in Lansing occured on l1ay 23, 1885, in which 

the concert hall and much of tha.t block south of Main Street between Second 
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and Third Streets was consumed. The first cit'tJ hall burnt on December 101 

1900. It uas located at the· sout h end or South Second Street. The Box 

Facto ry , .formerly the He:memray, Barchay and Co. sawmill, burned down in 

August of 191 o. 

THE TOWN WAT'l~ SYSTEM 

In t he Spring of 1877 the Lansng Artesian Well Compa.rw was organized and 

r ooeed ed to have a well drilled at the inters ection of Ma.in a..~d Third 

Street s . '!his well--778 feet deep--i'ra.s later connected to one drilled 

at th~ foot o.f Main Street . A more extensive wat er 1rorks system was con­

structed in 1903 • Two more 800 £ ot ~rells ·rere drilled in the vicinity 

of the pr esent :fire station and a reservoir ras const_ cted on the side 

of Mount Hosmer to pr ovide gravity pres$ure. A lar ge ci r cular stora ge 

reservoir was cons tructed underground at t e Main Street site at this 

same time. A second stora ge reserv oir was constructed adjacent to the 

first in the la te 1930 1s. 

MINING 

Th.e mining industry came to the I.ans:ing vicinity about 1890 when J.M. Turner 

discovered lead ore about six miles northwest of town. He f'onned the 

Lansing Mining and Smelting Company, of which he was the superintendent. 

'Ibis or e 't·ras in a vein about 75 .feet high , three inches thick, and about 

1, 200 fee t lon g . By 1893, 100 tons of ore had been taken out. 

About 1920, various test shafts were sunk on the south slope of Mount 

Hosmer :in the search f or more lead but no significant quantities vrere 

e::ctracted from t his site. Man of t hese old ore shafts are still visible. 

TIITi' P[!;A.."1.L BUTTOM I NDUSTRY 

Af t er t :'le failure of ·i;he i n in g uorra , lir . Turner d,:;vot.ed 1'..is at-i:,ention 
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to a much more profitable industry--pearl buttons. ¥.ir. Turner started 

the first pearl button factory at Lansing in May of 1899. 

A second button company operating at this time was the Capoli Button Works ,, 

established by Nielander and Compa.cy in the old stone Capoli Building in 

South Lansing. 

The third button company was t he New· Jersey Button Works, managed by t-mi. Richie. 

1-'.lr. Turner eventually turned th e Lans ing t ton -fork s over to his gran dson, 

L.T. Hufschmidt , who managed it fo r~ ea.rs. 

The supply of clams decreased signL.-'-'icantJ.y after the constructi on of the 

governrnent loc ks and dams4 l~ich created a nine-foot channel on the Upper 

Y.d.ssissippi River. '.the Lansin g Button Compat'JiY" was soon forced to end its 

process of punching buttons from clam shells and concentrate on the 11earding 11 

of buttons . Mr. Huf'schmidt th us invented t he button-carding machine for 

this process which replaced t he old hand-sewing process. 

About t l:1is time the company moved into t e old Ford gar age building on 

}:Ia.in Street and added an addition to t he build i ng soon th ereaft er. During 

World War II t his company began manuf'act urin g wooden and al1.mnum toys and 

continued in this business until the mid 1950 •s. Since t hen the compan,y 

has specialized in button carding and is presently known as the Lansing 

Button Company, Inc . It employs about 150 people--mostJ.y women- -and there ­

fore forms the major employment base for Lansing. Since the passing of 

Mr. Hufschmidt in 195Lt, the firm is controlled by his nephei-r John Brophy, 

ro. d does a 1<rorld--wide business under his direction. 
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ELECTRIC POlvE.~ 

'Ihe first public use of electric polrer was made available to Lansing around 

the turn of the century and was generated by Frank Dolphin in the building 

now occupied by the Lansing Repair Shop. The Upper Iowa Power Compaey be­

gan furnishing power to Lansing about 1910 from their dam on the Upper Iowa 

River, 21 miles from Lan.sing. This company i-ras lat er taken-over by the 

Interstate Power Company which continued to supply power to Lansing from 

this plant. On October 1, 1948 a new Interstate Power plant began operating 

about 2 miles sout h o Lansin g at the base of the Atcha.falaya Bluff . A 

second gener ating unit was added to the pla..'1t in .Jovember of 1949, and a 

third unit in 19.57. Today the plant has th e capacity to rod.uce 63,000 

ld.lowats or electricity. In doing this the plant may burn 1721 000 tons or 

coal in one year. The current investment in t his plant is over $10,000,000. 

BLACK HAWK BRIOOE - PAVIMG - SIDEWALKS 

Many of the sidewalks in the town today were constructed in t he years 

from 1909 to 191 2. 'fue streets however, remained unpaved until Highway 

No. 9 was paved through Lansing in 1931. The curbs and gutters were also 

put in at this time. 

Perhaps the most impoetant change that has af f ected the tow. of Lansing 

was the construction of a bridge in this toi:-m to link the states of Iowa 

and Wisconsin. Just prior to its construction in 1929, the principal means 

of tra nsportation from Lansing to clistant points was by railroad . The river 

was becoming a 1ess ilnportant avenue of passenger traf f ic due to the faste r 

automobile and the importance of more inland destinations . 

As early as 1898, Tom Bakewell and J .P. Conway contemplated the construct­

ion o:f a bridge at Lansin g. Due to the foresight and groundwork establish-
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ed by these men, the y have since been knmm as t he 11Farthers of ·the Bla ck 

Ha.wk -r id ge". Under t heir ro.eecti on t he Int ersta te Bri dge Company vras 

inco rp orat ed in 1914 and turn ed its charter over to -~he Iowa- Wisconsin 

Brid ge Company i n 1929. 

On VJ.arch 5, 1929 t,he br idge const ru ction b e~an and did not re ach completion 

until June of 1931, when it was dedicated as t he Blac k Hawk Bridge. Most 

of t he constr uctio n was done by th e In dust r ial Engine er i ng Company of 

Minnea pol i s, and th e chief engin eer a.l'ld designer i,-ra.s MelVin B. Stone, of 

t he same ci t y . Chri s Pete r son was t he fore .an of th e entire job . The 

length of t he main span is 1,735 f eet with a 67.5 foot clearan ce above 

normal river elevation. The roa m-ray on t he main span is 18 fe et, r.i.de 

a..11d was or ig i nally paved wit h asp halt pl ank . The main span was bui l t 

for a car ryin g capacit y of 30 tons. The t otal cost of the bridge was about 

750,000. To finish the bridging of t he river a 2½ mile dike and 5 slough 

bri dges ·were also constructed. 

'.the bri dge opened as a toll bridge and opera ted as such tmtil it waa closed 

on }l,farc h 18, 19b5 after t he rlinneshiek Slough bridge was damaged by flo ating 

ice bro ken up by an an ice-breake r boat. 

'.the tm-m remained rel atively is ol a ted f'ro m t he east, side of the river until 

May 30, 1957, when t he net11ly repaired br id e was opened. The Whit ing -Turner 

Company of Baltimore repaired the :main sp an by replacing the aspha.J.t floor 

with st.eel gratin g. The Bre nnan Brothers Construction Company of Lansing 

construct ed four new· slough brid ges on t he di ke. The total repair costs 

amounted to $1,288,179. 



SANITARY SEWER SYSTEM 

The road and bridge construction of the 1930's was only the first of the 

public worl:..s projects that would be undertaken to satisfy many of the 

urgent needs of the town during the depression years. Besides pro'V'i.ding 

the needed public improvements, these projects 1rould supply employment 

to :many needy people. During the years from-1935 to 1938, sanitary sewer 

lines 1-rere extended to most parts of the city under the direction of 

Y.tr. Henry Burh."8. Prior to this, only the downtown area was served by 

sanitary sewer . 

CITY H..11.Lt --
Another .P. A. proje ct in I.ansing was t he c nstruction 0£ t e emorial 

Tmm Hall in 1938. Sin ce its opening it has served as a civic, cuJ.tural., 

entertainment, and sports center for the entire community. 

LOCK ID D CONSTRUCTION 

The lar est government project in the Lansing area during the 19301s was 

the constr uctio n of two lock and dam facilities on the Mississippi River 

to Zacilitate commercial navigation in a nine-foot channel. Lock and Dam 

No. 8 was built south of Genoa, Wisconsin, 16 miles up the river from 

Lansing . This lock was onened in 1935, and the dam was conr_ple"i:,ed in 1937. 

wck and dam No. 9 was constructed near Iqnxville, Wisconsin , in 1938. It 

is 15 miles downstream from La11sing. 

The u.s. Corps of Army Engineers controlls the 29 lock and dam installations 

along the 669 mil.es of river from st . A.nthony Falls, Minnesota, to 

st . Louis . In this di stance the river dro s about 420 feet. 

MOUNT HOSMER 

Much of sin g 1s scenic character is derived from the towering bluffs 

that enclo s e t he to"t--m on t 1e north and south. On the north is a well-

-36-



noted hill which has a comm.anding view of the entire tovm and mu.ch of the 

river valley. The ele vation of its summit is 1o60 feet and it rises h40 

.feet above t he Mississi ppi Pd.ver. This hill was named Mount Hosmer in 

June of 185'1 , aft er Miss Hosmer, a noted eastern artist who cli med t he hill 

in rec or d t ime. The hill has si nce become a beav.tifuJ. cit y park and remains 

as one of t he most weD.-knmm river bl uf f s alon g t he entire 11ississi ppi 

River . 

Prior t o becoming a ar k the hill served as a pastur e land and corn f i eld 

for l qcal farmers . The f irst r oad buil t up t he hi l l si de was constructed 

by John Thompson and his father, uho o-i,med the hill in 1908. 

Afte r Worl d War I the Lansin g Americal".l Legion Post acqui r ed tra hill 

and dedi cated its three pro rtlnent bluf f s to the three Lansing soldie rs 

ld.lle d in t he war. The eastern bl uff is dedic ated to William. E. Beek, 

and i s kn01·m as Beck Point. · The sout,h-west bluff is dedicated to George 

• Glynn, and is called Glynn Point. The south-east . bluff is dedicat,ed 

to Robert Strong and is called St r ong Point. Fl ag poles have since been 

er ect ed on all three points with metal ones re cently replacing the original 

wooden ones. The Lansing Boy Scout troo p ra i ses the .llmerican Flag on 

t hese points on every major national holida y . 

Shortly af ter t he establishment or t hi s memorial., the City of Lansin g 

decid ed to buy t he hill for a city park. In 1923 the 57 acre tract was 

of f iciall y dedi cated as a city park and as a memoriaJ. to World War I 

soldiers from illamak ee County. The memorial idea was carried even furth er 

by the planting of 634 white pine trees on the hill--one for each of the 

county' s soldiers. Since then fire has destroyed all but a few dozen of 

these pines. Prior to t he cit y ' s purchase of the hill, many individual 
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lots had to be purchased since t he to p of t he hill had been previously 

subdivid ed into r esidential lots. 

In 1927 the road ·was improved and a semi-circular 'Wall was constructed 

at a bend in t he road and has since served as a magnificant "lookout" 

point over the 11iississi ppi River. 

In 1932 a f ourth - di str i ct congre s sman by t he name of Gil bert Hau gen, 

succ eede d i n obt ainin g for Lans:ing a bl ack wallnut tree which was one 

of 48 sc h trees to be planted in each of t he several st.ates. I owa's 

tree as pl ant ed on Mount Hosmer i n 1932, and i s presen t ly ma.rlred by a 

metal pla ue imbedded in stone. 

Enoolsin g t,he tovm of Lansin g on t he sout h is Mount Ida, which toners 

460 fee t above the river. The Lansin g additions of North Capell and 

South Lansing lie at its base. In the 1920 1s a tract of 30 acres on this 

hill had been of f ered to the Izaac Walton Lea gue in memory of Will H. Dil g, 

an ardent conservationalist. However, this negociation was never completed. 

'.iEL~VISI ON 

'J.he yea r s 1948-1950 saw the coming of t elevision to Lansing on a large scale. 

Television viewing was made possi bl e by t he erection of a lar ge community 

television antenna on Mount Hosmer. This ant enna br ought television re­

ception .from channel 8 in La Crosse, iisconsin, and ot her nearby stations. 

In 1965 a "cable television" anterma was erect ed on Mount Ida and thus 

provid es better reception from more distant television stations. 

BOAT HA..'R.BOR 

In the ef f orts to accomodate t he gre atly accelerat ed trend of boating and 

water recre ation, t,he town of Lansing succeeded in getting the u.s. Corps 
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Of Engineers to construct a a.maD. boat harbor, which was completed in December 

o:f 1958. The initial construction of t hi s harbor was financed 100 percent 

by t he Federal Government and 1laS t he last project to be so financed under 

t he particul ar f ederal program t hat or:i.ginall, y provided the harbor. In 

June of 1962 a bad storm damaged :maey of the boat moorings and resul-1:.ed 

in a di ff erent internal arran gement of moorin gs wit bin the harbor. 

FLOODS AND LOW WATER ---
Lansin g has experienced many great ben:i.fits due to its location al ong 

t he ~ea. te st riv er in the covntry; however, one inhe r ent dis advant age 

is t he equal.ly' gr ea-t:; noo ds tha t have threa t ned the to'W!l on many occasions. 

'llle hi ghesJi; :fl oo d occurr ed on April 24, 1965, when t e river r eached an 

el evat i on of 634. 76 fe et, compar ed to t he normal ele vation of 620 fe et. 

At this time the river sta ge was 22.50 fe et accordi ng to t he old river 

guage, and 34.76 feet according to th e new ri ver guage. The hi ghest 

previo us no~d was in June of 1880, when th e ri ver crest ed at a sta ge of 

19.9 feet- - 2. 6 fe et lower than the 1965 flood. 

The lo -rest redorded water at La.ns:ing as on August 18 and 20, 1936, 

when t he rive r sta ge was -1.34 f eet or at an elevation of 610.92. ~~ 
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EPILOGUE 

One l as t historic event remains bef ore the history of Lansing to 1967 

is c~ l eted. This is t he 100 year centenniaJ. celeb ra tion which will be 

ta.ld.ng l ace this summer and which will like rrise., be the commencement of 

t he second 100 years for t he City of Lansing. The fol l owing t able indicates 

the hi storic population growth of Lansing in comparison- with .th at of t he 

County . 

No one can acc ur ately predict t<That the future holds in store for our tmm., 

but I •think it is obvious that i ts growth --o r jus t its existance--will be 

focus ed around t he Missis si ppi F.iver and th e grea t r ecr eational, sporting 

and tourist attr actions it o£fers. This fu ture hope and pas t her itage 

is due to t he to vm 1s location on the gre at rive r in that uni que area 

des cribe d in -the Midland l4'ontl½Y' magazine in 1852, as THE LITTLE SWITZERLAND 

OF IOWA. 

Year ' Lansing il l amakee County 

1849 227 
1850 80~- 777 
1854 440 4,266 
1860 · 800* 12,237 
1867 1;538 16,003 
1870 1,755 17.,868 
1875 2,280 19; 168 
1880 1 ;811 19., 791 
1890 1 ·668 17.,907 , 
1900 1;580 18,711 
1910 1,542 17,328 
1920 1,447 17,285 
1930 1 ~ .321 16,328 
19ho 1;388 17; 184 
1950 1,536 16,353 
196o 1,325 15,982 

(➔~ estimat.ed) 
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