
















































































\ 
Of Engineers to construct a a.maD. boat harbor, which was completed in December 

o:f 1958. The initial construction of t hi s harbor was financed 100 percent 

by t he Federal Government and 1laS t he last project to be so financed under 

t he particul ar f ederal program t hat or:i.ginall, y provided the harbor. In 

June of 1962 a bad storm damaged :maey of the boat moorings and resul-1:.ed 

in a di ff erent internal arran gement of moorin gs wit bin the harbor. 

FLOODS AND LOW WATER ---
Lansin g has experienced many great ben:i.fits due to its location al ong 

t he ~ea. te st riv er in the covntry; however, one inhe r ent dis advant age 

is t he equal.ly' gr ea-t:; noo ds tha t have threa t ned the to'W!l on many occasions. 

'llle hi ghesJi; :fl oo d occurr ed on April 24, 1965, when t e river r eached an 

el evat i on of 634. 76 fe et, compar ed to t he normal ele vation of 620 fe et. 

At this time the river sta ge was 22.50 fe et accordi ng to t he old river 

guage, and 34.76 feet according to th e new ri ver guage. The hi ghest 

previo us no~d was in June of 1880, when th e ri ver crest ed at a sta ge of 

19.9 feet- - 2. 6 fe et lower than the 1965 flood. 

The lo -rest redorded water at La.ns:ing as on August 18 and 20, 1936, 

when t he rive r sta ge was -1.34 f eet or at an elevation of 610.92. 
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EPILOGUE 

One l as t historic event remains bef ore the history of Lansing to 1967 

is c~ l eted. This is t he 100 year centenniaJ. celeb ra tion which will be 

ta.ld.ng l ace this summer and which will like rrise., be the commencement of 

t he second 100 years for t he City of Lansing. The fol l owing t able indicates 

the hi storic population growth of Lansing in comparison- with .th at of t he 

County . 

No one can acc ur ately predict t<That the future holds in store for our tmm., 

but I •think it is obvious that i ts growth --o r jus t its existance--will be 

focus ed around t he Missis si ppi F.iver and th e grea t r ecr eational, sporting 

and tourist attr actions it o£fers. This fu ture hope and pas t her itage 

is due to t he to vm 1s location on the gre at rive r in that uni que area 

des cribe d in -the Midland l4'ontl½Y' magazine in 1852, as THE LITTLE SWITZERLAND 

OF IOWA. 

Year ' Lansing il l amakee County 

1849 227 
1850 80~- 777 
1854 440 4,266 
1860 · 800* 12,237 
1867 1;538 16,003 
1870 1,755 17.,868 
1875 2,280 19; 168 
1880 1 ;811 19., 791 
1890 1 ·668 17.,907 , 
1900 1;580 18,711 
1910 1,542 17,328 
1920 1,447 17,285 
1930 1 ~ .321 16,328 
19ho 1;388 17; 184 
1950 1,536 16,353 
196o 1,325 15,982 

(➔~ estimat.ed) 
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