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PROLOGUE 

'!his history is essentially the same as that prepared f'or the Lansing 

centerm:i.al of 1967. However, due to financial limitations :, the .centennial 

edition contained only the second half of the complete history . 'fue ~om

p:!.ete history, with illustr ations, is provid ed here , tfl/) g 
BACKGROUND 

The Yd.ssissip pi River was the key to t he f ou.ri.ding and development of 

Lansing , I owa.. Even to this day it bestows on Lansing that unique 11river

t01m11 character that was responsible for i ts pr osperi ty in t he past and re

mains as t he town' s key to the f uture ,, Huch of t he town' s charact er also 

r esults .from the rugged terrain and fores ted hills unique to t his par t of 

the state. This geographical oondi tio n is due to the fact that only t..rie 

first of four glacial ice sheets that passed over Iowa had a chance to move 

over t he Lansing area. Upon the recession of the ice sheet, the erosional 

pr ocesses ·which would not effect the rest of the stat e for a few hundred 

thousand years began to shape this corner of th e state into the scenic land 

scape which exists today . 

The setting for the chain of events lea ding to the settlement of Lens:ing 

begins almost 200 years prior to its founding and settlement. 

In June of 1673, a French missionary, Jacques Marquette, and a French ex

plorer, Louis Joliet, were travelin g down the Wisconsin d ver in search of' 
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the Great River. On Jtme 17, they re ached this great river 1-m.ieh was later 

called the Mississippi , .from the Indian word, 11missi 11 meaning great, and 

the word, 11sepe 11 meaning river. By discovering th.is river these two French

men became the first lmown whitemen to see what is now the State of Iowa.,a.nd 

claim this land for a foreign oountry--namely, France. 

A few years later, in 1685, Nicolas 'Perrot came down the Wisconsin River and 

established a depot for furs 1-m.ich he named Fort st . :Nicolas which was built _ 

on J.a.nd near the Campion High School in Prairie Du Chien, Wisconsin. 

For more than 200 years the Wisconsin River route would continue to be the 

prin ci pal route of explor ation, tr avel, and commerce to the Up er Mississ ippi 

valiey and the l a...-.id be ond . 

For the ne:::ct 100 years French tra.ppe :cs or "voyageurs" would continue to es

tablish tr ading posts on the Upper Mississippi, and in so doing pr obably be

come the firs t white men to set foot on the site of Lansing, Iowa. During 

these years t he Frenc h est ablished a route overland from the nis sissip pi 

to the Mj_ssouri River 1-lhich I believe trave r sed the sout hern part of 

Allamakee County. This route , Hhich was called ·the 11Chemin De Voyageurs" 

w.Lll e di scusse d l ater on in th is narrative. 

In 1763, the Pr ovince of Louisi arta west of t he -f:i.ssissippi passed from 

French to Spanish control and the region east of the river fell to the 

English. The French thus ~ aban doned Prai. · e Du Chien and created t he 

setting for t he advent of t . e E glish t,o the Upper Mississip :Ji Valley. 

The firs t ..i:ngli sh.ma:n to vis it t 1e · · ie Du Chien area was Captain Jonathan 
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Carver, °t'iao came there in 1766. Car"lrer 1s party took-up their residence 

at the mouth of the Yellow River that 'tr°mter and thus es·Gablished the first 

temporary settlement in Allamakee County. During th ese year s t he English 

became eood friends wit.h th e Sac and Fox Indians who had. mov-ed into ·t,;.,.e 

region east of the lu s s is s i ?? i ru. ver about 1 712. The :Ji"itish event1.1.ally 

J.ost control over t his l and aft er their defeat in t he Revolution.a.r,J · a.r 

but wouJ.d still re tain control over the trapping industry and would have 

the Indians as t heir al l i es during the War of 1812. 

Du.ring the ne>..'ii quarter century- t he Spanis h on t he ·west of the river and 

the English on the east were wari ng ·wi th eac h ot her because of English en

croachment on the hunting and tra pping territory of the Spanish . Finally, 

in 1800, the Spanish ceeded the Province of Louisiana back to the French 

and they, in turn, sold it to the United States in 1803 for less than t"i'ro 

cen t s an acre. 

The wuisiana Purchase added 1, 1711 931 square miles to the territoriaJ. 

possessions of the United Stat es. In 1804, Lieutenant Zebulon M. Pike 

·was ordered to conduct an expedition up t he Mi s sissi ppi Valley to determine 

t he char act er of this newly purchased land. This mill tary expedi tion--the 

fi r st in the Upper Mississippi River Valley--vrould produce some notable 

landmarks in t he Lansin g Area. 

Early in his j our ney Pike noted a hi gh hi ll on t he west bank of t he r iver 

and r ecommended it for the l ocation of a f ort . Today ·!;his hill is called 

"Pike 1 s Peale", and is located a f ew· mil es south of Mc 'Gregor, Iowa. As 

he proce eded up the rive r Pike describ ed a prom:i.nen·l; bluff "noted by t he 

singularity of its appearance", whic h was kno'tm as Cape Garlic, and which 
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is today lmo1-m as Capoli Bluff. It is located alon g the ,:rest bank of the 

river two miles below t he Interstate Power plant south of Lansin g. Pike 

and his party dined at the f oot of this bluf f on the morning of September 

9, 1804 . That ni ght they camped on an island about f ive miles below the 

mouth of t he Upper Io 1-ra. River• This would probably be on island No. 142 

or 143 at t he head of Winneshiek Slough, just a short ,ra.y up the east side 

of t he ri ve r channel from Lansin g. Aft er visiting a Sioux Indian vlllage 

near t he mout h of the Upper Iowa River , Pike cont inu ed nort h to t he sour ce 

of t he IJtl.ssissi ppi Rive r . 

Another Milit ary e:x;pedi tion proc eeded up t he Ri ver past Lansin g in 1817, 

mider th e conuna.nd of Major Ste phen H. Long, a u.s. to pogr aphical engineer. 

His par ty camped on t he same is l and th at Pike •s did 13 year s be f or e . 

The next hi storic journey past t he site of Lansin g was t he voyage of t he 

fir st s t eamboat, on the Upper Mississip pi, in April of 1823 . The boat was 

named t he 11Virginia 11 and was piol ate d by Captain Beltrami. 

FORT CnAWFO 

The milita ry history of much in t erest to t he Lansi ng a rea was t he estab

lishmen t of a f ort at Pr ai r ie Du Chi en to give t he United St a tes better 

control of t he Up er !1:ississi ppi Valley . Fort Shel by vra.s built at Pr airie 

D1I Chin in 1813 a f ter t he st art of t he War of 1812. The Br itish captured it 

i:n the year H314, renamed it Fort Mc Kay, and burned it in 1 815 after learn

in g o:f the Britia h defe at in the war. In 1816, t he United St.ate s built the 

"original" Fort Crawford on the site of t he previous fort . Since this fort 

1-ra.s on low groi.md it vra.s flood ed qui te often so it was abandoned in 1826, 

and a 11new11 Fort Crawford was buil t on hi gher groi.md th at is now occu pied 

by- the St. Mary 's girls school in Pra.i r "le Du Chien. A saw mill was set-up 
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on the Yellow River in Allamakee County to cut lumber f or this new fort 

tmich was constructed in 1 829. T'ne man in charge of this mill was Lieutenant 

Jef fers on Davis who would later become president of t he Southern Confedera~J 

durin g t he Civil War. Colonel Zachory Taylor took command of t he new fort, 

and he wouJ.d 1~ter become the twelfth president of the United States . Fort 

Oralr.f'ord also :maintained a.n B,ooo acre military reservation between Mo Gregor 

and the south boundary of Allamakee County for the use of the fort for such 

purposes as garden plots, hunting , and a sour ce of lU111ber . 

THE TR.IDE 

1Jeamm:11.e, t l"' :'.'trr t r adin g business was becoming well established due es

pecially to the efforts of the American Fur Company which was part of 

John J. Astor's commercial empire. At one time the company employed as many 

as 2,000 trappers operat i ng from Prairie Du Chien . T'.ris company prospered 

under the dir ection of two noted men who are significant in the history 

of the Upper M:i.ssissippe River Valley due to their success in the fur bus-

iness. 

'fue first of these men W'8.s Joseph "King" Rolette, who came to Prairie Du Chien 

in 180h, and became manager of the American Fur Company in 1820 . He became 

a partner in the company and in 1826 he turned over the job of chief company 

agent to Hurcules L. Dousman who raised t he company to its heigh·ts o.f success• 

The greatest manifestation of Mr. Dousman1s success is the Villa Louis mansion 

which he built in 1843, and which st ill stands over the site of the first 

Fort Crawford . The Il'l..ound on which the house is constructed is a.ii. ancient 

Indian mound. The sale of the .American Fur Comna.ny in 1 864 ended its oper

ation in the Prairie Du Chien ar ea. 

THE INDIANS --
Although the fur trade was signi fi cant in developing the Upper Y.d.ssissippi 
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Valley it was the native Indians who were the key to the e:xpanding commer

ical.ization and eventual settlement of this region. 

The Indians ~mo first inhabited the Upper 11:i..ssissip-oi Valley and also the 

Lansing ar ea. were the ancient "Mound Builders". They occupied this area 

.,eter the end of the last galcial period about 10,000 years ago. Because 

of t he hostility of later Indians they migrated to the Southwest. 

The Indi ans "rJ'ho occtroied this area at the time of its expl oration by White 

Men were the Sac and Fox, and t he Sioux. 'ihe Sac (Sauld.e), and Fox (Mesquald.e), 

"rrere descendants of the Algonquin India.11s fr the ~ ort..'lleastern r egions 

along the St. Iawrence Pd.var. These tribe were likewi se driven from their 

homes by the White Man and other Indian tri s. In their defensive efforts , 

t he Sac and Fox tr ib es became ·close allies and together moved into t he 

Mississip-pi Valley in the early 17001s, and crossed over into Iowa about 

1734. After ·l;heir arrival in Iowa country the Sac and Fox proceeded to 

exterminate the Illinois Indians who were t,he first natives seen in Iowa 

by Marquette and Joliet. Y;.ost of the Illinois I.'11.dians were killed or driv

en out by 1803. A group of Dakota Indians, or Si oux as the WmJ:;e ?i'"..an cal

led them, inhabited the extreme northern pa.rt of Iowa at this time and car

ried on a contuining war with t he Sac and Fox. Much of the ·warrin g between 

these two enemies took place in the Lansing area ., sinc e it was in territory 

claimed by both tribes. There was at least one lar ge Sioux Indian Village 

near t he mouth of the Upper Iowa River at this ·time and ·was the r e as late 

as 1832. This viJ.lage ·was under the leadership of t he s econd Chief \Taba.sha. 

One of the four lar gest Sao Indian villa ges in Iowa was near the mout.li of 

the Upper Ioira River also. It probab~- would have been at least six miles 

up the river f'rom its mouth. Its exact location is in s ectio n No. 2 of 
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French Creek To1mship. It is indicated on the enclosed map. 

The most f amous Indian of t he Upper Mississippi Valley was Black Hawk, 

whose infl uence and presence can re closely associated with t he tradition 

of the Lansing Area . Black Hawk 1s true Indian name was, 

1, - ka- tai -me-she-kU- ld.ak. He was born in 1 767 in the Sac Vill age called 

11Saukenuk" at the ji.mction of the M:i.ssissip i and Rock Rivers, on the site 

of the ci ty of ck Island. He inhe ri ted the position of t r i bal medicine 

man aft er t :'le deat h of hi s fa t her , and although he couJ.d not become a 

tribal chief by her odi ~4 he soon gained a posi tion of o,·rer a.'l'ld lead ers hip 

because o:? :us bra ve deeds in at tlc with ot, er trj_ es . He was a life -long 

competitor of Keokuk in :n,.aintaining influence within their tribe. Accord 

ing to modern teminology, Black Hawk was a 11hawk11 and Keokuk 1:ras a "dove" 

in thei r dealin gs with t he White Man. Black Ha.wk died on October 3, 1838, 

at the a e of 71. 

A1s t he hostilities between the Sac and Fox Indians with the Sioux India.'TJ.S 

became worse the United States Government beca~e concerned. The government 

called a council of all tri bes in the territory for t he purp ose of promot

ing peace and establishing boundaries between the tribes. The council was 

held at Prairie Du Chien in August of 1825, since this area was traditionaJ.

ly considered neutral ground by the Indians . This council turned out to 

be the lar gest gathering of Indian tribes in the history of t he United 

States . As a. result of this treaty si gned by 13h chiefs, it, was agreed 

that t he United States Government shouJ.d run a boundary line or 11Neutral 

Line 11 between the Sioux . on t he north and the Sac and Fox on the south, 

along the Upper Iowa River as follo ws: commencing at, t he mouth of t he 

Upper I01·ra. River on the west bank of t he Mis :-jissi ppi and ascendin g t he 
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said river to its west fork; thense up this fork to its source; t hense 

cr ossing t he f ork of the Red Cedar River in a direct line to the second or 

upper fork of the Des Moines River. This line is shown on the accompan.y

ing map of Im·1a. 

Iowa 

:..;,UTP,.i\L W TB: -
The cause which lead to the est abli shment of this boundary line continued 

to exi.st: namely, the frequent hostilities bet.ween these hereditary enemies . 

Another treaty was ent ered into on July 15, 1830, at Prairie Du Chien., by 

t he te rms of which t he Sac and Fox ceeded to the United States a strip of 

land lying south of the neutral line twenty miles in width and extending 

along this line from the Mississippi River to the Des 11oines River . 'lhe 

Sious also ceeded to the government by the same tre aty, a like strip of 

land twenty miles on the north side of said neutral line; this making a 

territory fourty miles wide and in length from the ¥.li.ssissip -oi to the 

Des Moines River. This fourty mile-wide stri of land was lmown as t he 

"Neutral Grotmd". It is located on t he acco mpanying map of Allamakee 

County. Within these grounds both t ribes were permitted to hunt and fish 

but the y could not reside there. The southeastern corner of this neutral. 

ground is th e 11 aint r.ock bluff", overlo oking the !"dssissip pi River about 

three-fourth of a mile above Waukon Junction. 
-8-
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This neutral reservation which contained t he site of Landing was t hus the 

first purchas e of lan d by the United St ~t es Government in that territory 

that was l ater to become the State o.f' Iowa. The goverronent paid 284, 132 

for t he pur chase of t his 7,600 square niiles of neutral ground . 

The neutral line a.11d t e boundary of the neut r al zone wasn rt sur rey-Bd unt il 

1832 when t he u.s. Government cormnissioned Captain Nathan Boone, son of 

e:x;plorer Daniel Boone, to survey t hese boundaries for the price of ,1,871. 

The surve actuall.v cost Boone 2,107.87. The survey was bugun on April 191 

1832 at t he mouth of the Upper Iowa River. After proceeding around t he 

northern hall of the zone Captain Boone commenced surveying t he eastern 

bord er of' t he zone along the Mississip ui · ver . During t he second or third 

1reek of June, 1832 Captain Boone pas sed through the site of t he future tovm 

of Lansing. To this author's knowledge, Boone and his survey party were 

the f irst, known White Men to pass over this ground which is now the Town 

of Lansing, Io1va. He ran his survey line along the river bank to the 

mouth of Clear Creek and then detoured uP the creek a few hundred fe et and 

crossed . Present-day Village Oreek lras caJ.l ed "Flint Cr eek" by Captain 

Boone. He terminated this eastern boundary line at 11a ver<-J noted bluff" 

vmich was called "paint rook". This bluff was so called because it con

tained painted pictographs and Indian writ,ing put there and venerated by 

t he Indians. The painted rock was there as early as 1804 when Zebulon Pike 

noted it. Boone also noted t he presence of 11Rolett 1s Road" which was a 

trading road leading west to the Red Cedar River from the paint rock 

landing on the Mississippi lli.ver. This road may have been the trail that 

the early French trappers used in traveling to the Missouri River from 

Prairie Du Chien more than 100 years before Boone 's survey. This road is 

located on the accompanying trail map of AJ..lamakee County. The southern 
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boundary of the neutral zone 'Which proceeded southwest from the painted 

rock was not :immediately .finished by Boone due to the hostilities of th e 

Black Hawk War. 

THE BLACK F.AWK WAR ------
In the Sprin g of 1832 Black Hawk and his band crossed the Mississippi 

River from his tribe ' s reservation in defiance of a treaty of 1804, in 

~Thich t he United States obtained the remainder of the Sac and Fox lands 

east of t he l.fississipu i in a deceitful treaty conducted by Willian H. Harris on. 

The Indians who signed the trea ty were sent of St . Louis to ob·i;,ain custocy 

of one of their pris oners, and while the re were got ten drunk and were 

tricked into signing a tre aty in which the U.S . obtaine d the remainder of 

the prev-lously mentioned Sac and ox lands . Furthermore, the Indians who 

signed the treaty had no tribal authority to do so. This alone would in

validate the treaty. However, the crossing of the river by Black Hawk's 

band co:mmenced the 15 week Black Hawk War that ended in the slaughter of 

more than 150 Indians at the Battle of Bad Axe, despite Black: Hawk1s 

numerous attempts to surrender. This ba ttl e took place on August 1 and 2, 

near the mouth of Battle Creek and on Battle Island (island No. 137), 

2½ miles above De Soto, Wisconsin , and 7½ miles up the river channel from 

Lansing. ?19.ny of the Indians escaping across the river were killed on the 

west shoe by the Sioux from Wabasha 1s villa e near the mouth of the Upper 

Iowa R:i. ver. m ack Hawk was l at er ca t ure d a-t. t he Wisconsin Dells and re 

turned to temporary imprisonmen t at Prairie Du Chien before goin g to 

Washington to see t he President. Contrary to what one historian beLi.eved, 

Bla ck Hawk did not escape to the west ban..'<: of t he river to hide - out near 

the Brookman Bluff or Iov-ra. Bluff ·which tolrers over t he junction of th e 

Upper I owa River and Hi hway No. 1 82 . 
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The termination of this brief war resulted in the treaty of September 

21, 1832, by which the Sac a..11.d Fox ceeded to the United St.ates 7,500 

square miles of thej_r reservation west of the river in Im·m. for $655,ooo. 

This cession of land was first knom1 as Scott 1s Purchase and later as the 

11.First Black Hawk Purchase"• About 35 squar e miles of the southeast ern 

corner of All a"llla.kee County ·was in this purchase. The rest oft.he county 

was contai ned in the neutral ground at this time. 

This treaty fol l owed an earlier treaty of September 15, 1832, ·which r e

sulted in the cession of all Wil'fn.ebago Indian lands east of the Mississippi 

River south of t he WisconsL11 River . This trea ty crone about as a result of 

the Winnebago alliance with the Sac and Fox during the Black Hawk war, and 

because of the need to open-up these lands to settle1ent by the advancing 

·white settelers. In return, the Winnebago Indians were gi ven the east 

40 miles of the neutral zone which would have included all of that zone 

lying in Allamakee County. The Winnebagoes ·were also to be given $10,000 

annually for 27 years and a mission school for their use which wouJ.d not 

cost more than J,000 per year. 

THE OLD ?-0:SSION 

A mission school ~ms built a mile and a haJ.f south of the neutral zone 

on the Yellow River in section No. 9 of Fairview Totmship . It was built 

in 1834 and opened in 1835. The Indian children at this mission school 

were taught by Mr. David Lowrey, D.D, The school attained a ma.:x:i.mum. en

rolment of about 79 pupils in 1839. The mission closed in 1840 and was 

moved to the Turkey River Agency four miles south of Fort Atldnson . This 

missi on settlement was the first permanent sett l ement in Allamakee County. 

The government sold the stone school house and mission property to Thomas c. Linton 

in 1840, and the building has since been tom down for use in the constructiom 
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of a barn on the same site. 

THE LAST DAYS OF THE INDIANS 

ibe treaty of 1832 increased the chances for the White Men to talce ad

vantage of the Indians due to the efforts of trappers and agent.a of the 

.American Fur Company-in obtaining the money paid to the Indians for their 

lands . '!he object of the .American Fur Company and other merchants was to 

keep the Indians as sava ge hunters who oouJ.d be easil,y gulled . '!heir 

chief instruments in a.cco:mpolishing this were "fire water" and t.'1-ie credit 

system. Their agents were present at the s:igning o:f a.ll treaties tti.th the 

Indians and took care that the payments for aJJ. land sold shouJ.d be in the 

form of specie amnm.i ties. They al.so took care that during the yea:r each 

Indian should run a bill at their stores almost equal to his annunity so 

that when yearly payments ·were made to the Indians most of the money went 

directe]y into the hands of fur company agents and other merchants. 

In 1837 the Winneba goes ceeded the remainder of their lands east of the 

}li.ssissippi to the United States and also the eastern twenty miles of the 

neutral zone, in return for the remainder of t he neutral zone as far west 

as the ed Cedar River. They were forced to ceede the eastern twenty miles 

of this zone so they wouldn't be as close to the whiskey vendors operating 

along the Mississippi River. 

By 1839, the Winnebagoes had a villa ge on the Upper Iowa River at Decorah, 

headed by Chief Winneshiek. Two Shil ling s headed a tribe near the Yellow 

River mission · and Whirling Thunder had a village about 15 miles west of 

this school. Other Winnebagoe chiefs 'Who still remained east of the river 

at this time were . Chiefs~ Big Canoe, Waukon, Decorah., Yellow Thunder, 
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oaramanee., Dandy., Little Solgier., and Big Head. ¥.1ost of these eventually 

moved to the 1rest side of the Mississippi River. The Winnebagoes probably' 

maintained a village on the site of the former Sac village along the 

Upper Iowa River during these days. 

Meammile, the remainder or the Winnebagoes -rrere becoming more reluctant 

to move across the Mississippi into the neutral ground , although there 

were about 4,500 of them in the zone by 1836. In the Spring of 1840, 

General Henry Atkinson , the man who ·had defeated Black Hawk at Bad Axe, 

was assigned the task of moving the ?inne bagoes into t he neutral zone by 
_, 

fo r ce if necessary. This effort didn't secce ede completely and is ev:tdent 

by the small Indian settlements which remain along the west bank of the 

Mississippi even today. 

FORT ATKINSOM 

With the increased Indian migration into the neutral zone after 1840, the 

government constructed Fort Atkinson on the Turkey River in the years., 

1840-1841. This fort had a unique purpose, namely: to protect the f:i.nnebagoes 

fr.om the Sac arid Fox and from the Sioux who occupied ei ther s i de of the 

neutral zone, and also to protect the t1-ro latter tribes rrom each other. 

Prior to t he construction of this fo r t; a military road was built from 

Prairie Du Chien to the site of the new· rort. This road f'irst left the 

irest bank of the Mississippi at Mo Gregor ani--except £or a short stretch 

.f'hrough Mc Gregor--followed the present road (highway No. 18) through 

Monona and Luana to Fort Atkinson. Shortly afterwards, the road was re

routed to leave the river l½ miles north of V.1arquette and proceed through 

a cut in the bluffs overland along a group of Effigy Mounds and along 

Pleasant Ridge to meet the original route in Monona.. 1his route leaves 
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the river exaotely one mile south of the Allamakee County line on Highway 

No. 13. '!he road was connected to Prairie Du Chien by means or a ferry · .. ~ 

boat that landed just south of island No. 170 on the Iowa side or the river. 

This miJ.ita.ry road which was the first real road in the sta t e, passed 

through about six miles or the southwestern corner of AJ.lamakee County 

and also through the to-c,m of Postville. This military' road is located on 

the trail map on a preceeding pa ge. The cost of building ·i:;his road and 

Fort Atkinson amounted to 93,000. 

Meanwhile., t he pressure was becomi ng great to en- up t he J.ands in north

eastern Iowa for settlement. In acco rd 1rith t his desi r e, t he ·nnebagoes 

ceeded to the United States the re:ma.inder of the na t r ground in a t reaty 

of October ·13, 1846J which was proclaimed on· Febru ary h, 1847J and on 

June B, 1848 H.! •f. Rice, a f ormer agent and friend of the Indians, led 

.31000 Winne bagoes from the Fort Atldnson mission and took them to the 

former Sioux villa ge at the mouth of th e Upper I oua River to board a steam 

b~ fo r t he ir new reservation on I.l)ng Prairie in Minnesota. 'lhese were 

the last of the Indians to leave All amakee Co,mty and northeast Im·ra.. 

During this same year one or the most noted ~Tinnebago Indians was reported 

to have died at the sett l ement of Lansin g. '.this Indian was the first 

Chief 1i-Tilm.eslp.ek, '!,ho had once fought for the British in the war of 1812. 

With the Indians gone., Fort Atld.nson was abandoned on February 24, 1849; 

and Fort Crawford was closed in May or 1849. 'lhroughout the period or 

rlinnebago occupation of Allamakee County, there were a number of t,emporary 

Indian villa ges, one of which vra.s located about one mile south of the 

county line near the town of Hardin and close to the old Military road. 

The trail map indioa.tes that t he focal point of most trails was t he 
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large Village on the Upper Iowa River . Of course the greatest corridor 

of travel du.ring this time and long afterward was the Mississippi River 

and ot her navigable streams. 

Having disposed of the Indians from the neutral ground, the United States 

Government declared that ground open to settlement in the Spring of 1848. 

Land surveys be gan on the southern townships of the county on July 26, 1848, 

and ended in the northern townships of the county in 1853. Gey H. Carleton 

and John Ball were the men in char ge of these surveys. 

FOU1IDING OF LANSING -
Upon the o ening of these lands, a man by the name of: John Haney-, Sr ., :-who 

was accompanied by his son James, arrived at the site of what uas to become 

the tolm o.f Lansing. The Haneys located a cla:iln on the river bank and built 

a cabin about 900 feet north of a cabin occupied by a man named Garrison, tmo 

was living ·there ·when the Haney's arrived there in ApriJ. . Garrison's cabin 

·uas located on the present site of the Merrit Long residence on Front Street. 

Haney 's cabin was located on the south portion of the wooded Hemmingway rop

erty. Both Haney 's and Garrison's cabins were noted by Guy Carleton vm.en 

he surveyed Lansing Township in the Spring of 1849. This survey also noted 

a Mr. Stephen 's cabin which was located at the mouth of Village Creek on 

the site of the future settlement of Columbus. Another early settler who 

was supposed to have been here at this time was Willa rd Ballou. Its not 

definitely known where he located his original claim. 

Very little is known about Garrison or Stephen, and the former may have 

left the Lansing area prior to 1850, since his claim was purchased about 

this time b-.f H.H. Houghton, 1-h o came f'rom Ga1ena, D.linois , which was 

also Haney's home tmm. However, a man by the name of WiJ.lis S • Garrison 
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was appointed as the first Lansing postmaster on August 21, 1849. On the 

basis of this fact one can speculate that this postmaster may have been 

the same Mr. Garrison who settled at Lansing in 1848, and after becoming 

postmaster and being required to name the post office, decided to call it 

Ians:ing, after his hometmm of Lansing, Michigan . Furthermore, Haney and 

Houghton could not .fonna.J.l.v establish a town ·on this site until they owned 

the land, and the lands in Allamakee County were not put up f'or sale until 

October or 1850. Thus the post office with its given name would have been 

in e:xistance at least one year prior to their purchase of land . In f'act, 

the first purchase of land in Lansing wasn't until Houghton •s purchase o:f 

196 acres along the river on Iiff.ay 5, 1851. Haney ' s first purchase of land 

was in May of 18.52, when he acquired 120 acres of land adjoining Houghton•s 

land on the ·west. Moreover, the first lands purchased in the county was in 

~ Paint Creek Township, on October 1, 18.50. Like most early settlers, Han8"J 

and Houghton probably had preemption rights on th.e lands they claimed -:prior · 

to their legal purchase of these lands. 

If the post office was indeed named in this manner then Haney a~d Houghton 

probably decided to name the town they platted three years later after the 

post ofi'ice which was already there. 

However, another possibility is that the original Mr. Garrison was not the 

same Garrison who became post master and therefore, had nothing to do with 

naming the post office. In this case, Haney and Houghton prc,bably originat

ed the idea of naming their tot-m after the home town of the Garrison who was 

at the Lansing site when they arrived. 

The first possibility seems to be the most likely account of what actually 
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happened. In any case, Haney and Houghton probably decided to establish 

a town on this site because they realized its important georgaphicaJ. po

sition and its excellent landing at the river bank. This to1-m could also 

be a stopping-off point for settelers going west and a :marketing and trans

portation tennina.l. for the abundant crops i:mich would be raised by the in

coming farmers to this newly-opened land. 

Houghton•s first purchase of land included the site of Haney's claim as 

indicated on the accompanying map. Houghton late r diVided his property 

i:d th J:faney. The map indicates the states of the land in the Lansing area 

as it was otiginally purchased from the goverrnnent. ill the land in the 

south half 0£ sections 29, 30, and most of section 33 was disignated as 

school lands. The profit from the sale of these lands was to go f' or the 

support or a school system in the tovmship. The remaining land around 

Lansing was owned by other settlers not directely connect ed with the found

ing of the town. Af'ter these original land purchases both Haney and Houghton 

proceeded to buy more land in and around the town site. Their la.nd hold

ings eventually amounted to about 11400 acres, all of which were purchased 

with military land warrants. Haney and Houghton platted the town of Lansing 

on January 71 1851. The original town pl at in cluded that land north of 

Clear Creek, between Seventh Street and the river, and up Front Street to 

Gray Street. Since then, t he · tovm has had four principal additions: James 

Haney's and Shaw's additi ons alon g Bench and North Streets, Rose's South 

Lansing Addition, and the North Capoli addition. In addition to these, a 

1¼ mile strip of goverrnnent lots along the river north of Gray Street was 

taken into the city as part of the city 's incorporation of 1867. 

Among the other early settlers ·rere: Davld Bready, H.M. Travis, James I . 

Gilbert, F.D. nowles, J. W. Remine, A.L. Battles , I.B. Place, and van. Hamilton. 
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In 1 863 Houghton employed his brother wh.o was a U .s. AnnJ' engineer to 

construct the stone mansion which overlooks the river from its site on 

the south side of Mt. Hosmer. 

'.the first years in the his·l;ory of Lansing would see many Ufirsts" which are 

an intregal part or the town's history. The first b~by boy born in Lansing 

"tiras Frank Cowles; the first girl, Alberta HaJ.e; the first death was Fanny 

Haney, daughter of John Haney, Sr. on April 19, 1 850. She was the first 

to be buried in the old cemetary now on the property of Susan Hemenway on 

Front Street . 

The first hotel was kept by Dr. Houghton in a little lo g building on Front 

St,reet, just north of Willia.ms Street . 'lhe first frame building was a 

store erected by F .D. Cowles in August of 18511 on the corner of Front and 

Main Streets north of' Ma.in. Mr. Cowles was likewise the first Lansing mer

chant. The first frame house was the "Lansing House" on Front Street north 

of Ma.in which was built by Abraham Bush in 1851 as a hotel. '.I.his building 

still stands and is presently the residence of the Walter 11Chip11 Clancy 

family". 

The first drug store was kept by I .B. Place in 1852 on Front Street near 

the Lan.sing House. The first marriage was that of James Haney to Rachel 

w. Hurton, on February 5, 1852. W. H. Sumner established the first news

paper, the Lansing Intelligencier, in the fall of 1852. J .w. Remine was 

the first lawyer; J.I. Taylor was the first doctor; and an Englishman 

named Lucki.ns was the .first justice of the peace. 

In those early days the prinoipa.l route 0£ communications and transportat

ion was the river, as it had been for almost 300 years prior to this . Ho-w-
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ever, there we~ trails leading inland to places such as Fort Atkinson , 

Decorah, and st . Paul . The map of the eastern portion of Lansing Tmmship 

on page 19 indicates a trail leading .from the landin g at Columbus and pr o

c~eding wes t toward 1aukon. This 1-ra.s the onl,y trail in ea.st Landing Town

ship noted by the earl,y government surveyors. 

COI1JMBJS 

About this time Columbus was becoming well settled and was a rival with 

Lansing for the marketing of wheat . A post of'fice was established here in 

1851, with a Mr. Lm-re as postmaster . Columbus 1-ra.s platted in 1852. Two 

a.ores were reserved for prospective co,mty government bu:Udings., and indeed, 

the county seat was located here £Jro1!l l-fa..y" 11 1851 to pril ., 1853. In 1857 

the town name was changed to "Capoli". 

After the removal of t he count y seat from Columbus in 1853, the town ceased 

growing whil e I.ansing o antinued to pr ospe r . Undoubtely, the key to this 

prosperity and growth was the "grain trade" 1vhich had its meage r beginning 

in 1851 when Mr. Cot-rles purchased a load of wheat for 40 cents a bushel to 

be used for chicken f eed. 

EA.TU..Y BUSINESS GROWTH 

LocaJ. business be gan expanding conside r abl.Y a;rter 1850. Haney and Houghton 

built a saw miJ.J. on one o.f the benches o.r land west of t mm in 1852. They 

also built a grist mill on Clear Creek. In the same year , E. P. Birches 

started the first saloon in town. One of the pioneer manufacturers of 

Lansing was Elisa Hale ., ,mo built a .factory on th river bank in 1851 for 

the pr oduction of farm machinery . In 1851.i., the Niela.nder , Schierholz and 

Compa.rzy-established the "Dutch Store 11 which grew into the merchantile house 

of Nielander and Company-. 
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In the Fall of 1856 ·was the beginning of another noted fi:rnl known as, 

G. Kerndt And Brothers. The Kerndt family oazne 1D I.ans:ing :ill 18.56. First 

engaged in manufacturing brooms and cigars, Gustave, irlilliam, and Moritz, 

in 1858, .formed the Merchandising Firm of G. Kemdt And Bros. This firm 

built the present three-story bank building in 1861. In 1859 the fami.ly 

built a warehouse on the levee and entered ·l;he grain trade. In 1868 a 

brick elevator was built on the same levee. 

About this time the steam a."td water powered mills were becoming the key

stone 0£ La."1sing1s economic futur e . Grist mills provid ed fo od for an ex

panding national popuJ.ation, and saw mills pr ovide d t he lumber to house 

this growth. In the totm of Lansing t her e were three grist m:ill.s: Raney-1 s 

mill on Clear Creek just east of t he old road previously crossing the creek 

~ bottom directely behind the present Herbert FeuerhelJll residence along Highway 

No. 9, the KappJ.er mill slJ41:ltl;y north of Clear Creek on the lJest border of 

Lansing oi ty limits, and the grist mill ~ in the old 11C&poli II buil-

ding built in South Lc-msing in 1868. There irere two saw mills :in Lansing: 

the lar gest, on Clear Creek across from the rail.road depot; the other v-18.s 

a planing mil.l located on the site or the east pond ·on the Robert- ·Koch 

property 1-rest of town. There was also a steam saw mill at Columbus. 

To 1862 the gro't-rth of the town was set back somewhat by a .fire that destroy

ed much of the block south of Ma.in Street between Second and Third Streets. 

However, this trad egr just stimuJ.ated the construction of more substancial 

buildings of brick and stone. 

ORIGil~AL INCOP.PORA.TION 

By- 1864 t he town had attained a popuJ.ation of about 1,200 and t.he citizens 

formed a council 'Which incorporated the 11tO't-m" of Lansing that same year. 
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George w. Grlzy' was elected president of the council. 

In 1867 the tovm. had 11 538 people, so the citizens decided to extend the 

boundaries of the toi-m to include a total of at least 2,000 people which 

would permitt the town to become incorporated as a "city of the second 

class 11• This was desired since this type oi' municipal corporation was 

granted a charter which bestowed greater legal powers upon a city. On May 

14, 1867, a petition signed by 200 voters of t he tovm of Lansing was present

ed to the county cour t in South Lansing by Gustav Kerndt , s.v. Shaw, and 

S.E. Fellows, who were ·t;he agents for the to-vm of Lans:i.ng in this matter . 

on July 1, 1867 a hearing was held at the county court and the petioion fo_ 

incorporation as a city 0£ the second class wns appr oved and was filed f or 

re cord on July 3, 1867. In order to attain a total population of 2,000, 

Lansin g had to tal<:e th e South Lansing and North Capoli additions into the 

corporate boundaries o.f the city. The city limits have remained virtually 

unchanged to this day. The first municipal election was held on September 

17, 1867, and S • V; Shaw was elected first mayor of Lansing. A sunmia.ry of 

the population characteristicts of the people of Lansing at the time of 

its incorporation 100 years ago is contained in the following table. 

Houses 

196 

White 
Males 

812 

White 
Females 

725 

Colored Colored 
Males Females 

1 0 

THE COURT HOUSE BATTIE --

Total 
Population 

1,538 

Entitled 
To Vote 

3.51 

Another highlight in the civie history of Lansing is 1he battle for the 

county court house. Allamakee County was of fi cially organized on January 

15, 1849, and this became effective on ?.farch 1, 1849. The first election 

was held on Anril 2, 1849, at the "old Mission house" in Fairvi.ew Township. 
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At this meetjng it was decided that William c. Linton, John Francis, and 

James c. Jones would be appointed to locate the county seat. 

In this same year the first county seat was located at a place called 

"The Stake", which was l ocated in the south½ of section 23 in Jef.ferson 

To1mship, about a mile northrrest of the town- of Rossville. 

In 1851 there was an el ection to determine a new county seat, since the 

first one was too far away from the majorit y of the ponulation a.long the 

river. The loc ·ations proposed were: Columbus, Vailsville (Harpers Ferry-), 

and Ruben Smith 1s place on Yellow ·ver. None of these locations won a 

majority of votes so a. new election was held on May 1, 1851, and Columbus 

won. The to,;m of Columbus then dedicated tvro acres of land to the county 

for a court house fa cility . 

Lansing objected to this location and pro posed that the site be toward the 

cent r of the county . In 1852 a commissioner was appointed to provide a 

new election. Mearnmile, the first recorded term of district court in 

Allamakee County was held at Columbus in July of 1852. 

In an election of April 18.53, the town of Taukon was chosen for the county 

seat. The town gave the county 40 acr es of land for this purpose. 

Columbus cla imed ·~hat t his election was unconstitutional and in March of 

1856, an election was held between aukon, ssv:i.lle, and WhaJ.ey and Topliff 1s 

mill site in Center Township. Waukon won again. 

In 1859 Lansing submitted a pe tition for another election. The to1m also 

of fered to donate the Park Bloclc, where the new public high school now stands, 
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and . B,ooo f or the cons truction of a court house. Aft er this, Waukon de

cid ed to move her shj_ppin g and tr ading business from Lansing to Columbus 

and other river landin gs. Hane y and Houghton of la.'1s in g pu t up · 15., 000 in 

lands to ensure Lansing's ability to obtain the Park Block . Other people 

put up 16,000 for the same purpose. Despite this, Waukon won the election 

11 248 to 828. Waukon donated \ 13,655 for a new court house ·which was con

structed in 1859-1 861. This court house still stand s and is a museum for 

t,he Allamakee County Hi s torical Soci ety . 

In Dede.1J1ber 18601 the towns of Lansing, Columbus, and Rossville peti ti oned 

for a. ne,·r election betwe en trlaukon, Lansing , and 11The Point". 11The Point" 

was the North Capoli area in south Lansing , so named ecause of' the pronlinent 

bluff which towers over the area . This location was pro osed because it was 

close to lans:i.ng but was not actually within the corporate limits of the town 

at that tim.e. On April 8. 1861, "The Pm:i.nt" won t he election , 1,257 to 1.,231. 

The court house bu Jlding which now stand.'3 in south Lansing was thus construct

ed in 1861 at a cost of' $5,ooo. The land ras donated by Haney, Hout hton , and 

J .M. Rose. 

In October of that same year aulcon presented a petioion for another el

ec tion. In April of 1862 an election was held , and 11The Point" won again, 

1,332 to 1,310. 

Still another election t-1as held in November of 186h, and 11The Point" won a 

third time, 11 205 to 1,136. Howeve r , there was no vote record ed for Franklin 

Township , and W.e.ukon took; t e election resuJ:ts to court . 11The Point" re

quest ed a chan~e of venue to Delewa Coi.mty. On April 23, 1866, the 

Delewar e County District Court gave the election victory to Waukon but 

Lansin g then took the case to ·(;he Supreme Court. Meanwhile, On Ji.me 9, 
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1866, Sheriff Tomisend and 30 others from Waukon 11raided 11 the court house 

in sout h Lansing and captured most of t he county records . However, a possee 

.f'rom Lansin g took pursuit and recaptured the records at ~1ilton (Villa ge Creek) 

after a brief sldrnd.sh . 

On June 15, 1867, the Supreme Court upheld the District Court ' s decision , 

and t he count y seat reverted to Waukon in September of 1867. A count of 

the Franklin Township vot es gave Waukon a 23 vote majority . 

In 18o9 both Waukon and Lansing wan ted another ele ction , and on Octob er 5, 

an elect i on was held which - aukon son, 1, .544 to 1, .,0 . 

Finall y , in 1 875, the la.st county seat, election was held between Lansin g 

and. Waukon, aukon winning 2, 145 to 1 , 805'. 

It took almost 25 years , ten el ections, and plenty of hard feelin gs before 

the Allamakee County court house cou1d be located. 

An inter estin g observation fro.m this chronol ogy of events is the fact that 

the county seat was physi cal ly located within t he 11oorporate limits" of 

Lansing for only about three months, but was never 11of f icia.lly 11 within 

t he corporate l:i.nti.ts of the to~m. The Supreme Court declar ed on June 1.5, 

1867, t hat the count y seat should legally be in Waukon as a resu1t of the 

election 1 861..i; but the sout h Lansin g ar ea t hat con·l;ained the cour t house was 

not of f i ci ally taken wit hin t he corp orate limi ts of Lansin g until July 1, 

1867. However, since t he count . sea t was not actually trans f erred to Waukon 

until September of that same year, it can truly be said t ha t t,he cit y of 

Lansin g di d indeed have t he count y seat unof f i cia lly f or about t hr ee months , 

and that .for six years, it occupied l and tha t is now in the Cit y or Lansing . 
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RAILROADS 

During t he .1860 1s Lansing experienced great grovrth due to the importance of 

its port f acilities in the marketing of grain which was transported downstream 

by packet boat. Farmers idth their vragons loaded with grain would often be 

backed-up for miles west of to wn 1-ra.iting to unload at a local elevator. 

However, the town 1-ra,s almost isolated during the winter since the river was 

frozen-over and the normal trade and commerce of ·the to1m was greatly hindered . 

The coming of th e railroad to Lansing on May 8, 1872 would solve t he town ' s 

t r ansportat io n pr obl em and would s t ir rulate even gr eater o -1th . The rail

road was built by t he Chicago, Mil waukee, d St . PauJ. ilr oad Co . The 

first train to arrive at Lansing on May 8 ·ms pul l ed by tu o engines., the 

11La.nsing11 and the "J. K. Graves". A celeb ratio n was held the same day which 

was attended b't.rma.ny of f icials from surro undin g towns. 

The coming or the railroad to Lansing presents a very intriguing puzzle 

1-mich is not clear to this day . The various accounts of the railroad's 

arrival at Iansing describe on1y joy and celebration by all t he citizens 

of the tmm, fol l owed by glowin g speeches on t he pa r t of the tmm rs public 

officials. The town had even previously voted a five cent tax for t he 

railroad Is suppor t. However, t he min utes of one of the oi ty council 

meetings held during 1872 indicated th e desire of t he mayor and council 

to prevent the r ailroa d from entering Lans i ng. The railroa d was allegedly 

constr uct ed t hr ough the town on a Sundey' 1men an in ju.~ction couJ.d not 

le gall y be served against the company. If this is in fact t he case, then 

it may have its basis in t he fact th at the mayor and other t,own of fi cials 

had interests in various corrnner cial stea..'r!l ship li.nes which would s·c.and to 

lose business upon entry of the r ail r oad. 
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The ship ning of gr in began to decline about this time anyr.my since the 

grain crops began to fail in the l atter years of the 1870's and through 

the early 1880 's due to the chinc h bugs . Many farmers lost their farms and 

moi,-ed westward . Yany of those who ram.a.ined turned their efforts to stock 

raisin g and dairying . With the failu r e of t he grain crops the popuJ.ation 

of Lansing began to steadily decline . 

THE LUMBER BUSINESS -
About this t ime, however, the lumber bus i ness was rea chin g i t s peak . 

The white pine rru_ ts fr om t he north woods were no ated int o th e Lansing 

bay at t he mouth of shore slough and vrere convert e t o usab le l umber b 

the three lmnber mills at Lansi ng. The largest of th ese mills ra.s t he 

Shaw, Johnson, Wood, and Company; later knat-m as the Hememray, relay 

and Co.."llpany. It was located acr oss f ro m t he train depot near the mouth of 

Clear Creek . This mill employed 230 men at one time and was able to turn 

out 140,000 feet of l umber a day. This mill became the Lansing Lumber 

Comparzy-in 1884, and shut down in 1893. 

LANSING _!!! 1 a75 
The year 1875 is a bencmnark in the history of Lansing as a resuJ.t of an 

extensive cens us conducted in t hat yea:r. From t hi s cens us it is seen that 

Lans ing has a population of 2,2 80 people. e cenS(Js even indicates that 

t he ·i.;01-m. has 119 dogs. The fol l oui ng is a list of manufact ure rs and busi nes ses 

loc ated in t he town at t :iat, t ime. 

o-c1d1, Lugr:n" Ir on Wo:clrs and l?ound.:..-y o. 
Beek.finger and Boekemeyer wagon 118.nufact urers 
Travers and Company, sash and door company 
Sarauel B. Johnson Lumber, Sash , and Door Co. 
J.C . Mauger st.eam cabinet fadt ory 
Heimemray and Barltly steam saw mill 
Three addit i onal lumber yards 
Eighteen warehouses 
Seven elevators 
Keokuk and Northern Packet Co. 
Diamond Jo Steamship Co. 
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Nine Dry qoods Stores 
Four Grocery Stores 
Four Drug Stores 
Four Hardware Stores 
Five Clothing Stores 
Four Millinery Stores 
Two Jm-relery Stores 
Three Harness Shops 
Two Boat Shops 
Six Blacksmith Shops 
Two Livery·Stables 

Seven Hotels 
Four Lawyers 
'furee Doctors 
Two Marble Works 
One Wholesale Liquor Dealer 
One Brewery 
'.three Mills 
Four Banks 
Three Newspapers 
Two Restaurants 
Eleven Churches 

By the end of 1 874 the railroad in Lansing .forwarded 35, 132,41.J.0 pounds 

of. freight, and received 6,872,350 pounds of freight. 

In that same year Lansing produced 3,539,274 fe et of lumber, shipped 

280,000 bushels of wheat, and 10,400 bushels of corn. The value of aJ.l 

goods produced in 1874 ·was $745,072.00. 

Ttro of t.ne largest merchant companies in town were those operated by the 

G. Kerndt Brot.ners and Company and the Nieland.er, Brockhausen and Company. 

The lar ge building at the northwest corner of Ma.in Stree t a.Y1d North Second 

Street housed t he Nielander business. It was later occupied by the Aschom 

Irrothers grocery store, and was the Lansing centenniaJ. headquarters in 1967 • 

THE PRESS 

The first newspaper office established in Lansing was owned by H.H. Houghton 

and was edited by W .H. Sumner. The name of this paper was ~ Lansing Intellingence; 

and the first issue was published on November 23, 1852. This same newspaper 

continues to exist to this day, although the name of the paper has cha..Y1ged 

several t:ilnes. This paper became Republi can after the establishment of 

that politica.J.. party in the local area. The name was soon changed to 

~ Lansing Y.d.rror , and was later owned by Woodward and Metcalf. 

The second paper being publish ed ill 1 875 was the ~ Iowa Jour.nal, the 
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~ first Democratic paper printed in Lansing. This paper was sold in 1880 to 

John and Thomas Dunlevy, who changed the name of the paper to the 

Lansing Journal, and published their f irst issue in January of 1880. The 

paper's name was subsequently changed to the Allainakee Journal, and in 

November of 1922 this paper consolidated ·with ~ Lansing Mirror,. · At the 

present t ime Joseph Dunlevy own.es and operates this newspaper which is 

printed every- Wednesday. 

The t hir d newspaper publis hed in 1875 was a German paper called t he 

~ ~ ~ Post, first prin ted by Peter Karber g in June of 1873 . 

CHURCHES 

The fir s t religious services held in Lansing were conduct ed by Reverend 

Mann, in John Haney's lo g cabin in the wi nte r of 1848-49. 

The f irst ~hur ch to be or gani zed in Lansing was t,he Met hodist Epd.soopaJ. 

Church, start ed in 1852. '.[heir first chur ch uas bui l t in 1857. 

Tl1e f i rs t chur ch bu~lding constructed in Lansing was a Catholic church 

which was built in 1855, and replaced by th e pr es ent church in 1885. 

T'.ae first Congre gational Church was organi zed in May ~ of 1853. 

St. Luke's Prot estant Episcopal parish t-ra.s organized in August of 1855, and 

the name later changed to the Firs t Presbyterian Church of Lansmg. 

Other churches in Lansing at pr ese nt ar e: OUr Savi our•s Lutheran Ohureh, 

the Evangelical United Brethren Church, an d th e Lansil ig Presbyterian Church. 
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SCHOOLS 

The first sohool teaching to be done in Lans:ing was by Miss Barrows, who 

CBJ!le to tmm. in 1850. The first public . school was begun in February of 

1853 under the directj_on of Mrs. Delia n. Purdy. J.n 1863 a stone school 

house costing 1,000 1ras constructed south of Center Street 1-m.ere it is 

still in use. 

The .first Parochia1 school opened in 1 874 in the basement of the church on 

North Street. In 191 O a new brick school was erected which contained the 

grade and high school. !n 1925 the high school -was moved across the street 

into an old brewry which was built in 1869, and was added to in 1928. That 

building pres ently contains the parochiaJ. grade school which was also moved 

across the st reet after the new· high school was built at the corner of Ma.in 

and North Seventh Streets in 1965 • 

A new public high school was built adjacent to the old stone school bu:iJ.d

ing i..'l'l 1915. The new· Kee High consolidated nigh school was constructed in 

the city Park Block in 1961. 

FIRE DEPARTNENT -
The .first fire department in Lansing was the "Hope Fire Oompacy No. 1n 

which was organized on April 1, 1871. R.V. Shurley was the eompaey foreman. 

On December 3, 1873, t he compa.n;r was reorganized under the name of "Rescue 

Fire Company No. 1". The first hand .fire engine was purchased in 1872 and 

the first steam .fire engine was purchased in 1895'. 

Probably the most noted fire in Lansing occured on l1ay 23, 1885, in which 

the concert hall and much of tha.t block south of Main Street between Second 
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and Third Streets was consumed. The first cit'tJ hall burnt on December 101 

1900. It uas located at the· sout h end or South Second Street. The Box 

Facto ry , .formerly the He:memray, Barchay and Co. sawmill, burned down in 

August of 191 o. 

THE TOWN WAT'l~ SYSTEM 

In t he Spring of 1877 the Lansng Artesian Well Compa.rw was organized and 

r ooeed ed to have a well drilled at the inters ection of Ma.in a..~d Third 

Street s . '!his well--778 feet deep--i'ra.s later connected to one drilled 

at th~ foot o.f Main Street . A more extensive wat er 1rorks system was con

structed in 1903 • Two more 800 £ ot ~rells ·rere drilled in the vicinity 

of the pr esent :fire station and a reservoir ras const_ cted on the side 

of Mount Hosmer to pr ovide gravity pres$ure. A lar ge ci r cular stora ge 

reservoir was cons tructed underground at t e Main Street site at this 

same time. A second stora ge reserv oir was constructed adjacent to the 

first in the la te 1930 1s. 

MINING 

Th.e mining industry came to the I.ans:ing vicinity about 1890 when J.M. Turner 

discovered lead ore about six miles northwest of town. He f'onned the 

Lansing Mining and Smelting Company, of which he was the superintendent. 

'Ibis or e 't·ras in a vein about 75 .feet high , three inches thick, and about 

1, 200 fee t lon g . By 1893, 100 tons of ore had been taken out. 

About 1920, various test shafts were sunk on the south slope of Mount 

Hosmer :in the search f or more lead but no significant quantities vrere 

e::ctracted from t his site. Man of t hese old ore shafts are still visible. 

TIITi' P[!;A.."1.L BUTTOM I NDUSTRY 

Af t er t :'le failure of ·i;he i n in g uorra , lir . Turner d,:;vot.ed 1'..is at-i:,ention 
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to a much more profitable industry--pearl buttons. ¥.ir. Turner started 

the first pearl button factory at Lansing in May of 1899. 

A second button company operating at this time was the Capoli Button Works ,, 

established by Nielander and Compa.cy in the old stone Capoli Building in 

South Lansing. 

The third button company was t he New· Jersey Button Works, managed by t-mi. Richie. 

1-'.lr. Turner eventually turned th e Lans ing t ton -fork s over to his gran dson, 

L.T. Hufschmidt , who managed it fo r~ ea.rs. 

The supply of clams decreased signL.-'-'icantJ.y after the constructi on of the 

governrnent loc ks and dams4 l~ich created a nine-foot channel on the Upper 

Y.d.ssissippi River. '.the Lansin g Button Compat'JiY" was soon forced to end its 

process of punching buttons from clam shells and concentrate on the 11earding 11 

of buttons . Mr. Huf'schmidt th us invented t he button-carding machine for 

this process which replaced t he old hand-sewing process. 

About t l:1is time the company moved into t e old Ford gar age building on 

}:Ia.in Street and added an addition to t he build i ng soon th ereaft er. During 

World War II t his company began manuf'act urin g wooden and al1.mnum toys and 

continued in this business until the mid 1950 •s. Since t hen the compan,y 

has specialized in button carding and is presently known as the Lansing 

Button Company, Inc . It employs about 150 people--mostJ.y women- -and there 

fore forms the major employment base for Lansing. Since the passing of 

Mr. Hufschmidt in 195Lt, the firm is controlled by his nephei-r John Brophy, 

ro. d does a 1<rorld--wide business under his direction. 
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ELECTRIC POlvE.~ 

'Ihe first public use of electric polrer was made available to Lansing around 

the turn of the century and was generated by Frank Dolphin in the building 

now occupied by the Lansing Repair Shop. The Upper Iowa Power Compaey be

gan furnishing power to Lansing about 1910 from their dam on the Upper Iowa 

River, 21 miles from Lan.sing. This company i-ras lat er taken-over by the 

Interstate Power Company which continued to supply power to Lansing from 

this plant. On October 1, 1948 a new Interstate Power plant began operating 

about 2 miles sout h o Lansin g at the base of the Atcha.falaya Bluff . A 

second gener ating unit was added to the pla..'1t in .Jovember of 1949, and a 

third unit in 19.57. Today the plant has th e capacity to rod.uce 63,000 

ld.lowats or electricity. In doing this the plant may burn 1721 000 tons or 

coal in one year. The current investment in t his plant is over $10,000,000. 

BLACK HAWK BRIOOE - PAVIMG - SIDEWALKS 

Many of the sidewalks in the town today were constructed in t he years 

from 1909 to 191 2. 'fue streets however, remained unpaved until Highway 

No. 9 was paved through Lansing in 1931. The curbs and gutters were also 

put in at this time. 

Perhaps the most impoetant change that has af f ected the tow. of Lansing 

was the construction of a bridge in this toi:-m to link the states of Iowa 

and Wisconsin. Just prior to its construction in 1929, the principal means 

of tra nsportation from Lansing to clistant points was by railroad . The river 

was becoming a 1ess ilnportant avenue of passenger traf f ic due to the faste r 

automobile and the importance of more inland destinations . 

As early as 1898, Tom Bakewell and J .P. Conway contemplated the construct

ion o:f a bridge at Lansin g. Due to the foresight and groundwork establish-
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ed by these men, the y have since been knmm as t he 11Farthers of ·the Bla ck 

Ha.wk -r id ge". Under t heir ro.eecti on t he Int ersta te Bri dge Company vras 

inco rp orat ed in 1914 and turn ed its charter over to -~he Iowa- Wisconsin 

Brid ge Company i n 1929. 

On VJ.arch 5, 1929 t,he br idge const ru ction b e~an and did not re ach completion 

until June of 1931, when it was dedicated as t he Blac k Hawk Bridge. Most 

of t he constr uctio n was done by th e In dust r ial Engine er i ng Company of 

Minnea pol i s, and th e chief engin eer a.l'ld designer i,-ra.s MelVin B. Stone, of 

t he same ci t y . Chri s Pete r son was t he fore .an of th e entire job . The 

length of t he main span is 1,735 f eet with a 67.5 foot clearan ce above 

normal river elevation. The roa m-ray on t he main span is 18 fe et, r.i.de 

a..11d was or ig i nally paved wit h asp halt pl ank . The main span was bui l t 

for a car ryin g capacit y of 30 tons. The t otal cost of the bridge was about 

750,000. To finish the bridging of t he river a 2½ mile dike and 5 slough 

bri dges ·were also constructed. 

'.the bri dge opened as a toll bridge and opera ted as such tmtil it waa closed 

on }l,farc h 18, 19b5 after t he rlinneshiek Slough bridge was damaged by flo ating 

ice bro ken up by an an ice-breake r boat. 

'.the tm-m remained rel atively is ol a ted f'ro m t he east, side of the river until 

May 30, 1957, when t he net11ly repaired br id e was opened. The Whit ing -Turner 

Company of Baltimore repaired the :main sp an by replacing the aspha.J.t floor 

with st.eel gratin g. The Bre nnan Brothers Construction Company of Lansing 

construct ed four new· slough brid ges on t he di ke. The total repair costs 

amounted to $1,288,179. 



SANITARY SEWER SYSTEM 

The road and bridge construction of the 1930's was only the first of the 

public worl:..s projects that would be undertaken to satisfy many of the 

urgent needs of the town during the depression years. Besides pro'V'i.ding 

the needed public improvements, these projects 1rould supply employment 

to :many needy people. During the years from-1935 to 1938, sanitary sewer 

lines 1-rere extended to most parts of the city under the direction of 

Y.tr. Henry Burh."8. Prior to this, only the downtown area was served by 

sanitary sewer . 

CITY H..11.Lt --
Another .P. A. proje ct in I.ansing was t he c nstruction 0£ t e emorial 

Tmm Hall in 1938. Sin ce its opening it has served as a civic, cuJ.tural., 

entertainment, and sports center for the entire community. 

LOCK ID D CONSTRUCTION 

The lar est government project in the Lansing area during the 19301s was 

the constr uctio n of two lock and dam facilities on the Mississippi River 

to Zacilitate commercial navigation in a nine-foot channel. Lock and Dam 

No. 8 was built south of Genoa, Wisconsin, 16 miles up the river from 

Lansing . This lock was onened in 1935, and the dam was conr_ple"i:,ed in 1937. 

wck and dam No. 9 was constructed near Iqnxville, Wisconsin , in 1938. It 

is 15 miles downstream from La11sing. 

The u.s. Corps of Army Engineers controlls the 29 lock and dam installations 

along the 669 mil.es of river from st . A.nthony Falls, Minnesota, to 

st . Louis . In this di stance the river dro s about 420 feet. 

MOUNT HOSMER 

Much of sin g 1s scenic character is derived from the towering bluffs 

that enclo s e t he to"t--m on t 1e north and south. On the north is a well-
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noted hill which has a comm.anding view of the entire tovm and mu.ch of the 

river valley. The ele vation of its summit is 1o60 feet and it rises h40 

.feet above t he Mississi ppi Pd.ver. This hill was named Mount Hosmer in 

June of 185'1 , aft er Miss Hosmer, a noted eastern artist who cli med t he hill 

in rec or d t ime. The hill has si nce become a beav.tifuJ. cit y park and remains 

as one of t he most weD.-knmm river bl uf f s alon g t he entire 11ississi ppi 

River . 

Prior t o becoming a ar k the hill served as a pastur e land and corn f i eld 

for l qcal farmers . The f irst r oad buil t up t he hi l l si de was constructed 

by John Thompson and his father, uho o-i,med the hill in 1908. 

Afte r Worl d War I the Lansin g Americal".l Legion Post acqui r ed tra hill 

and dedi cated its three pro rtlnent bluf f s to the three Lansing soldie rs 

ld.lle d in t he war. The eastern bl uff is dedic ated to William. E. Beek, 

and i s kn01·m as Beck Point. · The sout,h-west bluff is dedicated to George 

• Glynn, and is called Glynn Point. The south-east . bluff is dedicat,ed 

to Robert Strong and is called St r ong Point. Fl ag poles have since been 

er ect ed on all three points with metal ones re cently replacing the original 

wooden ones. The Lansing Boy Scout troo p ra i ses the .llmerican Flag on 

t hese points on every major national holida y . 

Shortly af ter t he establishment or t hi s memorial., the City of Lansin g 

decid ed to buy t he hill for a city park. In 1923 the 57 acre tract was 

of f iciall y dedi cated as a city park and as a memoriaJ. to World War I 

soldiers from illamak ee County. The memorial idea was carried even furth er 

by the planting of 634 white pine trees on the hill--one for each of the 

county' s soldiers. Since then fire has destroyed all but a few dozen of 

these pines. Prior to t he cit y ' s purchase of the hill, many individual 
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lots had to be purchased since t he to p of t he hill had been previously 

subdivid ed into r esidential lots. 

In 1927 the road ·was improved and a semi-circular 'Wall was constructed 

at a bend in t he road and has since served as a magnificant "lookout" 

point over the 11iississi ppi River. 

In 1932 a f ourth - di str i ct congre s sman by t he name of Gil bert Hau gen, 

succ eede d i n obt ainin g for Lans:ing a bl ack wallnut tree which was one 

of 48 sc h trees to be planted in each of t he several st.ates. I owa's 

tree as pl ant ed on Mount Hosmer i n 1932, and i s presen t ly ma.rlred by a 

metal pla ue imbedded in stone. 

Enoolsin g t,he tovm of Lansin g on t he sout h is Mount Ida, which toners 

460 fee t above the river. The Lansin g additions of North Capell and 

South Lansing lie at its base. In the 1920 1s a tract of 30 acres on this 

hill had been of f ered to the Izaac Walton Lea gue in memory of Will H. Dil g, 

an ardent conservationalist. However, this negociation was never completed. 

'.iEL~VISI ON 

'J.he yea r s 1948-1950 saw the coming of t elevision to Lansing on a large scale. 

Television viewing was made possi bl e by t he erection of a lar ge community 

television antenna on Mount Hosmer. This ant enna br ought television re

ception .from channel 8 in La Crosse, iisconsin, and ot her nearby stations. 

In 1965 a "cable television" anterma was erect ed on Mount Ida and thus 

provid es better reception from more distant television stations. 

BOAT HA..'R.BOR 

In the ef f orts to accomodate t he gre atly accelerat ed trend of boating and 

water recre ation, t,he town of Lansing succeeded in getting the u.s. Corps 
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Of Engineers to construct a a.maD. boat harbor, which was completed in December 

o:f 1958. The initial construction of t hi s harbor was financed 100 percent 

by t he Federal Government and 1laS t he last project to be so financed under 

t he particul ar f ederal program t hat or:i.ginall, y provided the harbor. In 

June of 1962 a bad storm damaged :maey of the boat moorings and resul-1:.ed 

in a di ff erent internal arran gement of moorin gs wit bin the harbor. 

FLOODS AND LOW WATER ---
Lansin g has experienced many great ben:i.fits due to its location al ong 

t he ~ea. te st riv er in the covntry; however, one inhe r ent dis advant age 

is t he equal.ly' gr ea-t:; noo ds tha t have threa t ned the to'W!l on many occasions. 

'llle hi ghesJi; :fl oo d occurr ed on April 24, 1965, when t e river r eached an 

el evat i on of 634. 76 fe et, compar ed to t he normal ele vation of 620 fe et. 

At this time the river sta ge was 22.50 fe et accordi ng to t he old river 

guage, and 34.76 feet according to th e new ri ver guage. The hi ghest 

previo us no~d was in June of 1880, when th e ri ver crest ed at a sta ge of 

19.9 feet- - 2. 6 fe et lower than the 1965 flood. 

The lo -rest redorded water at La.ns:ing as on August 18 and 20, 1936, 

when t he rive r sta ge was -1.34 f eet or at an elevation of 610.92. ~~ 
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EPILOGUE 

One l as t historic event remains bef ore the history of Lansing to 1967 

is c~ l eted. This is t he 100 year centenniaJ. celeb ra tion which will be 

ta.ld.ng l ace this summer and which will like rrise., be the commencement of 

t he second 100 years for t he City of Lansing. The fol l owing t able indicates 

the hi storic population growth of Lansing in comparison- with .th at of t he 

County . 

No one can acc ur ately predict t<That the future holds in store for our tmm., 

but I •think it is obvious that i ts growth --o r jus t its existance--will be 

focus ed around t he Missis si ppi F.iver and th e grea t r ecr eational, sporting 

and tourist attr actions it o£fers. This fu ture hope and pas t her itage 

is due to t he to vm 1s location on the gre at rive r in that uni que area 

des cribe d in -the Midland l4'ontl½Y' magazine in 1852, as THE LITTLE SWITZERLAND 

OF IOWA. 

Year ' Lansing il l amakee County 

1849 227 
1850 80~- 777 
1854 440 4,266 
1860 · 800* 12,237 
1867 1;538 16,003 
1870 1,755 17.,868 
1875 2,280 19; 168 
1880 1 ;811 19., 791 
1890 1 ·668 17.,907 , 
1900 1;580 18,711 
1910 1,542 17,328 
1920 1,447 17,285 
1930 1 ~ .321 16,328 
19ho 1;388 17; 184 
1950 1,536 16,353 
196o 1,325 15,982 

(➔~ estimat.ed) 
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